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COURSE OUTLINE 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
Welcome to the course.  
 
No prior experience in the discipline of human geography is required.  This 
is a seminar where participation and discussion are actively encouraged. 
 
The field of human geography has traditionally dealt with such themes as space, 
place, landscape and environment.  More recently themes like modernity, 
postcolonialism, identity and embodiment have been added and the concept of 
geographic scale is always front and centre. 
 
In the first session of the course we:  
 
(a) explore space and place through two well-known papers:   Tanya Titchkosky on 
cultural maps and Isabel Dyck on women with MS.  Please try to read these papers 
before the first session on September 12.  They help us focus on enabling vs 
disabling geographies. 
 
(b) review the conventionally recognized models of disability. 
(c) examine some policy issues 
 
Throughout the course the contemporary world is our main concern, but we cannot 
understand the present without significant attention to the past.  We also need to 
tackle a certain amount of theory.  We focus mainly on physical and developmental 
disabilities, with some limited attention to psychiatric disabilities.  
 
Weekly sessions and basic readings are listed below. Additional readings will be 
suggested from time to time, not necessarily for the whole class but to supplement 
individual interests, For some of the readings I have tried to indicate where they 
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can best be found.  I have increasingly found that students access readings in 
ways that I don’t even know about.  If you have any difficulty with finding a 
reading, and you have searched various routes, do contact me and I will make 
suggestions.  

READINGS AND REQUIRMENTS 
 
Try to do every required reading (listed below) before the relevant 
session so that we can discuss the topics in an informed manner.   In this 
way we can combine a central organizing structure with the possibility of creative 
fluidity, leaving you free as the term progresses to pursue your own research and 
formulate your interests.  Try also to get to many as possible of the additional 
readings that are listed. 
 
It is important to attend all class sessions.  If you are unable to do so on occasion 
I would like to know in advance. 
 
A short assignment will be due on September 26.  A book report will be due on 
October 17 (see the note at the end of this outline).  
 
Also by October 17 you should determine a general topic area for a research 
paper.   There is a wide choice of possible topics requiring a focus on disability and 
geographical in some way.  We will hold class discussion on your choice of topic, 
leading to the formulation of a well-defined research question by October 26.  The 
topic will require formal approval from me at that stage. 
 
In the final weeks of the course you will be asked to present your research findings 
informally in class.  This presentation will come before the due date for the final 
paper to give you an opportunity to make use of the comments and suggestions 
that your presentation elicits from the group.  You will be encouraged to read as 
widely as possible, and also to explore some of the rapidly evolving websites on 
disability issues.  Full attendance for all presentations is expected so that everyone 
gets an opportunity to receive feedback from all members.  

GRADE COMPONENTS 
 
Introductory short assignment   10% 
Book report (due October 17 in class)  20% 
Participation 20% 
Paper topic presentation 20%  * 
Final paper (due December 7)   30% 
 
* Half of the grade for presentation of the paper topic will be assigned by peer 
evaluation. 
 

ASSIGNMENTS RETURN POLICIES 
 
Assignments will be marked and returned to students 2 weeks after submission 
unless otherwise notified.  Students who want their marked assignments returned 



to them in an envelope must submit a self-addressed (and self-stamped if 
applicable) envelope with your paper. 
 
 

LIST OF WEEKLY TOPICS AND READINGS 
 
 

September 12   Human Geography, Disability and Public Policy 
 
In this introductory session we will establish some common ground 
among members of the class with diverse academic backgrounds by 
discussing some of the major themes in human geography that point 
towards critical geographies. We do this through two well known papers 
on the relativity of space and place in the home. We will also review the 
main models of disability generally recognized in disability studies, and 
conclude the session by looking at some current policy issues in disability. 
 
Readings 
 

(a) Space and and place in the home 
 
Isabel Dyck “Women with Disabilities and Everyday Geographies” in Robin 
A. Kearns and Wilbert Gesler (eds.) Putting Health Into Place:  Landscape, 
Identity and well-Being. Syracuse, 1998, pp.102-119 
Tanya Titchkosky “Cultural Maps: Which Way to Disability?” in Marian 
Corker and Tom Shakespeare (eds.)  Disability/Postmodernity: Embodying 
Disability Theory, Continuum 2002, pp. 101-111. 
 
 
(b) Models of disability.  These are reviewed in several texts and you may 
already have a favourite source.  If not, look either at  Colin Barnes and 
Geof Mercer Exploring Disability: a Sociological Introduction (2010),  or 
scan the chapter headings in A.J. Withers Disability Policy and Theory 
(Fernwood, 2012) and read selectively.  Both books are on reserve in the 
Scott library. 
 
(c) Some current policy issues.  

September 19 Understanding Neoliberalism  
 
We cannot understand recent disability policy without appreciating the 
depth and persistence of neoliberal ideas. 
 
Required Readings 
 
1. Karl Polanyi, “The Self-Regulating Market and the Fictitious 
Commodities: Labor, Land, and Money”   The Great Transformation  
Chapter 6.   (pp. 68-76 in the 1957 Beacon Press edition).  Available in 



hard copy at the Scott Library reserve desk (Call number HC 53 P78 
1957). 
 
2. David Harvey, "Neo-liberalism as creative destruction", Geofiska Annaler 88 
B(2) 2006, 145-158.  Available at the following link 
 
 
Additional background readings that will be referred to in class (please 
select at least two):  
 
David Harvey, A Brief History of Neoliberalism (Oxford, 2007).   
Available on ebooks at Scott Library. 
 
Marta Russell, Beyond Ramps: Disability at the End of the Social Contract 
(Common Courage Press, 1998).   
Available in hardcopy at the Scott Library reserve desk.   
(Call number HV 1553 R87 1998) 
 
Marta Russell and Ravi Malhotra, “Capitalism and Disability” Socialist 
Register, 38, 2002, 211-228. 
 
Other material from Polanyi, especially Chapter 7 of The Great 
Transformation 
 
Charles Dickens, Hard Times (1854). 
 
 

September 26   Disability in the context of Work and Inequality  
 
Required readings 
 

1. Robert D. Wilton, “From flexibility to accommodation? Disabled 
people and the reinvention of paid work”, Trans. Inst. Br. Geogr. NS 
29, 2004, 420-432. 

 
2. Robert D. Wilton, “Workers with disabilities and the challenges of 

emotional labour”  Disability and Society, 23:4, 2008, 361-373. 
 
 
Additional readings 

 
Marta Russell,  “What Disability civil rights cannot do: employment and 
political economy”, Disability and Society 17:2, 2002, 117-135 
Tricia Calender, “Addressing Inequalities for People with Disabilities is 
Central to an Effective Post-2015 Agenda”  2014. 
(http://www.worldwewant2015.org/node/364645) 
 
Bruce D. Meyer and Wallace K.C.Mok “Disability, Earnings, Income, and 
Consumption” Harris School Working Paper Series 06.10, University of 
Chicago 2006. 
 



 
NB  You can also get to the heart of the neoliberal/inequality nexus by 
watching the trailer to Robert Reich’s award-winning movie Inequality for 
All (less than 2 minutes) on YouTube or elsewhere.  Then go to RSA 
Animate Crises of Capitalism David Harvey where 11 animated minutes 
from a lecture given by Harvey in the UK give a lively Marxist geography 
perspective that augments his paper and book on last week’s reading list. 
If you are really keen, go next to:  “Piketty’s Capital: An Economist’s 
Inequality Ideas are all the Rage.” Business Week, May 29 2014 and 
Joseph E. Stiglitz  “Inequality is not Inevitable” New York Times June 29, 
2014.  Both readily accessible on line. Explore!  

October 3  Global geographies of inequality and disability 
 
Readings:  TBA 
 
October 10  Thanksgiving holiday.  No class.  

October 17 Social science and disability 
 
Required readings:  
 
1. Chapter 2 of Brendan Gleeson, Geographies of Disability (London and New 
York: Routledge, 1999.  ISBN 0-415-19709-2.   
Also available on ebooks and in hardcopy at the Scott Library reserve 
desk.   
(Call number HV 3011 G59 1999) 
(Hereinafter referred to as Gleeson). 
 
2. Claudia Malacrida “Introducing the Michener Centre”. Chapter 1 of A 
Special Hell:  Institutional Life in Alberta’s Eugenic Years UofT Press 2015, 
pp. 3-30. (Available in hard copy at the Scott Library reserve desk (Call 
number HV3008 R436 2015).  

October 24 :  Historical-geographical materialism and disability 
 
Required readings: 
 
1. Gleeson (as above)  Chapter 4 
 
2. John P. Radford, "Sterilization versus segregation: control of the 'feebleminded', 
1900-1938", Social Science and Medicine, 33, 4, 1991,449-458 
Download this article from eresources of York Libraries 

October 28  Disability and Modernity 
 
Required reading:  
 
John P. Radford, Intellectual disability and the Heritage of modernity in Marcia 
Rioux et al  

http://youtu.be/ygV25ny5riw


Disability is not Measles: New research Paradigms in Disability (Roeher Institute, 
1996). 
Available in hardcopy at the Scott Library reserve desk. (Call number HV 
1568 D58 1994) 
  
Recommended: 
 
Claudia Malacrida, “Dehumanization as a way of life”. Chapter 3 of A 
Special Hell op cit pp. 59-92. 
 
Chris Philo, "'Enough to drive one mad': the organization of space in 19th century 
lunatic asylums", Jennifer Wolch and Michael Dear (eds) The Power of Geography. 
(London: Unwin Hyman,1989) 258-290 
Available in hardcopy at the Scott Library reserve desk. (Call number GF 
50 P68 1989) 
 
Laurence Parent, The Hegemony of Stairs.  MA Major Research Paper, Critical 
Disability Studies, York University 2011. 
Available in hardcopy in the School of Health Policy & Management Office 
in room 403, HNES Building.  

November 7:  Social space of disability in the capitalist city 
 
Required reading: 
 
Gleeson Chapter 7 
 
Rob Imrie, "The body, disability and Le Corbusier's conception of the radiant 
environment", Ruth Butler and Hester Parr (eds) Mind and Body Spaces. (London: 
Routledge, 1999) 25-45 
Download this article from eresources of York Libraries 
 
 

November 14 Geographies of scale 
 
Required readings: 
 
Rob Kitchin and Robert Wilton "Disability activism and the politics of scale" The 
Canadian Geographer 47, 2, 2003, 97-115. 
www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/118829247/abstract?CRETRY=1&
SRETRY=0 
 
Isabel Dyck, "Women with disabilities and everyday geographies", Robin A. Kearns 
and Wilbert M. Gesler (eds) Putting Health into Place (Syracuse Univ. Press, 1998) 
103-119. 
Available in hardcopy at the Scott Library reserve desk.  
(Call number RA 792 P88 1998) 
 
Tracey Skelton and Gill Valentine, “It’s My Umbilical Cord to the World…the 
Internet:  D/deaf and Hard of Hearing People’s Information and Communication 

http://theta.library.yorku.ca/uhtbin/cgisirsi/1cszMaSqAX/YORK/249220011/19/GF+50+P68+1989/YORK|NO|LC
http://theta.library.yorku.ca/uhtbin/cgisirsi/1cszMaSqAX/YORK/249220011/19/GF+50+P68+1989/YORK|NO|LC
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Practices”, in Vera Chouinard et al. Towards Enabling Geographies; ‘Disabled’ 
Bodies and Minds in Society and Space (Ashgate 2010. 
Available on ebooks and in hardcopy at the Scott Library reserve desk.   
(Call number HV 1568 T67 2010)  

November 21 Models for Disability Activism:  
Social/Citizenship/Radical, and paths to Enabling Geographies 
 
Required reading: 
 
A.J. Withers “Looking Backward but Moving Forward” in Disability Policy and 
Theory (Fernwood Publishing, 2012) Chapter 6, 98-120 
 
Recommended: 
 
Michael Prince “Introduction: Disability, Politics and Citizenship” in Absent Citizens: 
Disability Politics and Policy in Canada, (Univ. of Toronto Press 2009) 3-24. 
Available in hardcopy at the Scott Library reserve desk.   
(HV 1559 C3 P75 2009) 
 
UK Disabled People’s Manifesto: Reclaiming Our Futures  2013 (online) 
 
 

November 28 and December 5 Class research presentations 
 
 
A note on the Book Report 
 
The concept of place is important in human geography, and since it involves 
personal feelings and perceptions it is often evoked most strikingly in fiction.  
Sometimes this involves a character with a disability.  For the book report (due 
October 17) you are asked to select a work of fiction which includes a sense of 
place involving a character with a disability.   For example I recently read Anthony 
Doerr’s All the Light We Cannot See (2014) set in France during World War II.  A 
young blind woman comes to know her neighborhood near the Museum of Natural 
History in Paris and later a war zone in central Saint-Malo through wooden models 
constructed by her father.  Frances Itani’s novel Deafening (2004) is set in 
southern Ontario during World war I and evokes a sense of place in Belleville, 
including inside the Ontario School for the Deaf where the main character spends 
seven years of her young life.   There are of course many other examples and you 
are asked to select one, describe how disability and place are featured and 
evaluate how successfully the author does this within the wider plot.  The choice is 
yours, subject to my approval.  
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