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Faculty of Graduate Studies 

Critical Disability Studies Graduate Program 
 

CDIS 5100 6.0: Disability Studies: An Overview 
(Fall 2016) 

Course Outline 
 

 
Class Time:  September 13 to November 29 
   Tuesday, 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
 
Venue:  Room 1156, Vari Hall 
 
Course Directors: Geoffrey Reaume, PhD 
   Marcia Rioux, CM, PhD   
 
 
Contact Info:              greaume@yorku.ca  
              Room 416, HNES Building        (Tel)   416-736-2100 x 22058 
                                  

mrioux@yorku.ca 
Room 410, HNES Building          (Tel)  (416) 736-2100 X 22112 
 

Office Hours:  Professor Reaume: Tuesday, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm or by appointment 
   Professor Rioux, Tuesday 2-4pm or by appointment 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
 Overall Objective:   In this term, students will develop a conceptual understanding of the 
major models of disability, contemporary thinking in critical disability studies, and be able to apply 
contemporary theoretical thinking to disability studies. They will also gain familiarity with recent 
federal and international policy developments. Students will gain academic skills as critical thinkers as 
they deepen their scholarly interests in the field of Critical Disability Studies.. 
 
  
 Specific Objectives:  

o To develop a conceptual understanding of the various meanings of disability, their 
historical development, and conceptual contexts. 

o To understand the fundamentals of human rights and social justice and their impact on 
people with disabilities. 
 

 
EXPECTATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
It is expected that you will fully engage in the course readings prior to class and during class as 
well as during seminar. Class participation is a vital part of this course and it is during our class 
discussions that much in/formal learning occurs so it really is important to be prepared. If you will 
be absent please let us know, and ensure that you can catch up with the missed material with a 
peer from the course. Repeated absences without explanation will lead to a lower final grade.    
 
 

mailto:greaume@yorku.ca
mailto:mrioux@yorku.ca
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REQUIRED READING: 
 

1) On-line sources in the outline unless otherwise indicated. 
 
FULL YEAR COURSE EVALUATION 
       
All assignments are due on the due dates listed below. 
      

Assignment Due Date Weight 
Book review – chose from the 4 books listed and attached to 
syllabus and provided by your seminar instructor (5 pages, 
double-spaced) 

October 11, 2016 10% 

Disability History Document - Primary Source (5 pages, 
double-spaced) 

November 8, 2016 15% 

Fall Term Essay (15-18 pages, double-spaced) December 6, 2016 25% 
Annotated Bibliography (8-10 pages, double spaced) February 28, 2017 15% 
Winter Term Essay (15-18 pages, double-spaced) April 4, 2017 25% 
Participation including in-class presentations; discussion 
questions submitted on readings each week and attendance  

Ongoing  10% 

  
Book Review           10% 
This book review should be a critical analysis of the subject matter both in terms of the author’s analysis, 
research and writing. Be sure to address the extent to which this book contributes to an understanding of 
critical disability studies. Also be sure to include reference to at least one review of the book that you have 
found.  (see page 17 of the syllabus for the list of 4 books from which to choose.  Let your instructor know 
in advance which book you have chosen to review. 
 
Disability History Document - Primary Source Research   15% 
See Class 2 for detailed instructions of the above.  
 
Fall Term and Winter Term Essays                  25% x 2 = 50% 
These essays provide opportunities for you to pursue your scholarly and activist interests in Critical 
Disability Studies and to deepen your knowledge of the field.  The length is 15-18 pages, excluding a 
reference list of at least 20 citations.  These essays will be discussed in class in greater detail.  
 
Annotated Bibliography                                                                                          15%  
This work can serve as preliminary research for your winter term research essay. An annotation for one 
source should be a concise summary of the main points of that particular source related to a specific 
theme in Critical Disability Studies. Each annotation should be half of one page in length, double-
spaced, for a total of 16-20 annotations – two annotations per page for 8-10 pages – for the entire 
assignment. 
 
Participation including 2 in-class presentations (1 per term) and Attendance    10% 
Students are expected to attend class, unless there is a good reason to be absent in which case the 
instructor needs to be informed. Students are expected to participate regularly throughout the course 
and will be asked to work either individually, or in a team of two, to lead discussion on one specific 
article (if a solo presentation) or two articles (if a presentation by two students) during one class during 
each of fall and winter terms,  as part of your participation grade. A maximum of two students will 
present each week to allow for enough time for discussion during seminar. During the weeks in which 
you are leading the seminar, you must prepare an introductory summary on the week’s readings, 
followed by three questions that you will raise for discussion. In addition, those students who are not 
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leading the seminar are also expected to propose two questions for discussion that comes from you 
readings on the topic of that week.  Please send questions to the Course Director at least 24 hours 
before class.  Students who do not feel comfortable participating in ongoing seminar discussions have 
the option of writing a two page summary analysis of one article on that week’s reading list in which 
they did not participate in discussion, either due to an unexplained absence or not speaking during 
class seminar. The student will still be expected to submit the discussion questions. Students who do 
not participate in seminar or do not write one article summary per class will receive a lower grade.      
 
 

EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 

a) Substantive: The central purpose is readily apparent; engagement with CDS; sensitivity to 
language, metaphor. Integration of course contents, application of theory where appropriate; critical 
thinking demonstrated through application of course content, synthesis, analysis, critique.  
 
b) Understanding: demonstrates clear understanding of theoretical concepts from the course. 
 
c) Clarity and organisation: logical flow of ideas to support the reader’s understanding. 
 
d) Progression of analytic and written skills: constructive use of feedback regarding analyses and 
format of paper; integration of key course concepts.  
 
e) Writing: sensitivity to word choice; consistent, scholarly tone; references support claims; 
grammatically correct sentences and paragraph structure; APA style format; paper of correct length. 
 
Helpful hint:   During this semester, if you don’t already know it, learn RefWorks. It will save you 
enormous amounts of time during your time at York.  If you are having problems with your 
scholarly writing use the student resources available to you at York (www.yorku.ca/cds/lss/). You 
should also learn all of the features of the word processing program that you are using, including 
styles and table of contents. 
 
Referencing and Citation Style: All assignments must be in one of APA, MLA or Chicago citation 
style.   Do not cite Wikipedia.  There will be a penalty applied for using Wikipedia as a source to 
be decided at the discretion of the instructor based on the extent of using this source.  
 
Format and Length: Papers need to be typed on one side of the paper only, with 1-inch margins on 
all sides, double-spaced, left aligned, and in a 12 point font; if using a larger font for 
accommodation/access purposes please adjust the page count accordingly.  Use a cover sheet and 
list your name and course number, instructor’s name, title of assignment, and date of assignment 
submission.  Number each page, and include a running head.  Staple your pages together – We 
know, it seems obvious….  Retain all of your notes and a copy of your paper.   
 
Helpful websites:    www.criticalthinking.org    and    www.criticalreading.com 

 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION AND RETURN POLICY 
 
All assignments must be submitted in hard copy or by email (but not both) in either Rich Text Format 
or Word Format (that is, .rtf or .doc format). 
 

http://www.yorku.ca/cds/lss/
http://www.criticalthinking.org/
http://www.criticalreading.com/
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All assignments must be submitted during the class at which they are due (except the fall term essay 
which is due one week after the last fall term class). Papers that are not correctly formatted, and do not 
follow assignment guidelines will be returned without being graded.  
 
Assignments that are submitted when due will be marked and returned to students 2 weeks after their 
submission unless otherwise notified.  The Fall Term Essay (due December 6) will be returned at 
the first class in Winter term, January 10, 2017.  The Winter Term Essay will be returned when 
marks are posted. Late papers will be returned as decided upon by the instructor. 
 
Computer crashes are not an acceptable reason for request a deferral; technology is available to backup 
your work. 
 
Accommodation: Students who need disability accommodation are encouraged to contact the course 

instructor.      
 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
Any acts of academic dishonesty including plagiarism, submitting the same paper twice, or failure to 
cite sources are taken seriously and handled according to York University Policy.  For details, please 
refer to the Faculty of Graduate Studies calendar posted at www.yorku.ca/grads/calendar/fgs-
calendar2007-09.pdf  and the Senate Policy on Academic Policy posted at 
www.yorku.ca/secretariat/policies/document.php?document=69 
 
Plagiarism, or the submission of work which you did not write, will get a minimum of zero for that 
assignment and may lead to formal charges of academic dishonesty. This could result in an F in the 
course, depending on the extent of plagiarism, and it may also lead to expulsion from the university. It 
is the sole responsibility of each student to ensure that your work is honest and is not plagiarized. All 
students are required to read the full York policy on academic integrity and also to complete the 
tutorial about how to respect these procedures: 
http://www.yorku.ca/academicintegrity/students/index.htm 
 
Students must save all drafts/revisions of their work – this is done not only in case of suspected loss 
of academic integrity, but also because it allows you to revisit your thinking on the content you are 
engaged with, an important scholarly practice. Maintain a folder with your drafts (virtual and/or 
hard copy) until after your graded paper has been returned.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.yorku.ca/grads/calendar/fgs-calendar2007-09.pdf
http://www.yorku.ca/grads/calendar/fgs-calendar2007-09.pdf
http://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/policies/document.php?document=69
http://www.yorku.ca/academicintegrity/students/index.htm
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GRADING SCALE 
 
Student work is evaluated with great care.  Grades are not negotiable.  Our program follows the 
grading and grade reappraisal policies outlined in the program’s Student Handbook and Survival 
Guide.   The grades for a course are considered official following approval by the home graduate 
program of the course.  The Faculty of Graduate Studies may change a grade if the program director 
concerned reports a clerical error or if an appeal to the program results in a change of grade.  
 

Grade Description pertaining to the program 
A+ Exceptional 90–100% Excellence in writing, research, reading and originality. 
A Excellent 85–89% Work that shows a superior command of the subject, clearly written, 

creatively researched. 
A- High 80–84% Work that shows a superior command of the material but limited in 

breath or depth of research and/or presentation. 
B+ Highly 

Satisfactory 
75–79% Research and writing skills may be flawed in some visible and 

correctable way.  Critical perspective is present and is consistently 
applied. 

B Satisfactory 70–74% Work that meets minimum expectations of a graduate student in research, 
writing, and reading skills.  Critical perspective is present but is not 
consistently applied. 

C Conditional 60–69% Unsatisfactory work: flawed in methodology or critical assumption, 
incoherently organized, poorly written, or superficially researched.  
Critical perspective is beginning to develop. 

F Failure 0–59% Work that is far below what is required.  Does not address the assignment 
adequately.  Absence of critical perspective.  Work that breaches 
academic honesty will get a minimal penalty of ZERO.   

I Incomplete N/A  
 
 
 

 
Bring to every class: Your readings and other materials…. 

 
 
HELPFUL LINKS: 
 
The Disability Archive UK   http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/archiveuk/index.html 
 
The OWL at Purdue   http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl 
 
UN Enable Newsletter www.un.org/disabilities. 
 
SUBJECT LIBRARIAN: 
 
Ms. Thumeka Mgwigwi 
Room 203L, Scott Library  
Phone: (416) 736-2100 ext 20073                
E-mail: thumekam@yorku.ca

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/archiveuk/index.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl
http://www.un.org/disabilities
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Please note:  

Unless otherwise indicated, all below required readings for Classes 1 – 12 are 
available on-line and can be downloaded from the York University Library web 
site. 

 
CRITICAL DISABILITY STUDIES: INTRODUCTION 
 
Class 1: (September 13):  Overview of Overview & Introduction to Critical Disability Studies 
Scholarship 
Lecturer:  Professors Reaume and Rioux  
 
  
 

- General introduction to who we are as students and faculty; the syllabus  
- Handout of examples of academic journals we use in CDS 
- General discussion of the principles of how we enact CDS in the classroom 
- How to not/use Google Scholar 
- Introduction to critical disability theory 

  
 
Taylor, Steven J. (2009) “Disability Studies”. In Burch, Susan, ed. Encyclopedia of American 
 Disability History. New York: Facts on File: 286-287. (To be distributed by instructor by 
 email one week before class) 
 
Soldatic, Karen and Shaun Grech. (2014) “Transnationalising Disability Studies: Rights, Justice and
 Impairment”, Disability Studies Quarterly 34:2, 19 pages.  
 
Prince, Michael. (2016) “Reconsidering Knowledge and Power: Reflections on Disability 
 Communities and Disability Studies in Canada” Canadian Journal of Disability Studies  
 5:2, 1-30 
 
Breen, Jonathan (2015) “The Exoskeleton Generation – Disability Redux” Disability and Society 
 30:10, 1568-1572. 
 
Canadian Human Rights Commission (2015). “Report on Equality Rights of People with Disabilities. 

Ottawa: Canadian Human Rights Commission”   Read selectively. Available online at this link   
 
 
(120 pages in Class 1) 
  
 

http://www.chrc-ccdp.ca/sites/default/files/rerpd_rdepad-eng.pdf
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Class 2 (September 20):  Disability History – Secondary Sources 
 
Lecturer: Professor Reaume 
  
While Dubinsky does not speak specifically of disabled history, she makes a relevant argument by 
saying that “it’s hard to make a dent in the historical record when you don’t really exist” (1998: 306). 
Discuss this in terms of Odell’s work. 
 
Identify the ways in which disability history goes unrecorded in our own communities. 
 
Why is disability history important to disability studies? 
 
 
Dubinsky, Karen. (1998). Telling Stories about Dead People. In Franca Iacovetta and Wendy 
 Mitchinson, (Eds.), On the Case: Explorations in Social History. Toronto: University  
 of Toronto Press: 359-366. (To be distributed by instructor by email one week before class)
     
Reaume, Geoffrey. (2012) “Disability History in Canada:  Present Work in the Field and Future 
 Prospects,” Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 1:1, 35-81.     
 
Odell, Tracy. (2011) “Not your average childhood: lived experience of children with physical 
 disabilities raised in Bloorview Hospital, Home and School from 1960 to 1989”,  
 Disability and Society, (26:1) January: 49-63.  
 
Rossiter, Kate, and Annalise Clarkson. (2013) “Opening Ontario's ‘Saddest Chapter’:  A Social History
 of Huronia Regional Centre,” Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 2:3:  1-30.   
 
Burhardt, Madeline (2016) “Containment, Conformity: Families, Institutions, and the Limits of 
  Imagination,” Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 5:1, 42-72.  
 
Wright, D. (2000) “Learning disability and the New Poor Law in England, 1834-1867”, Disability and 

Society 15:5, 731-745.   Download this reading from eResources of York Library 
 
(140 pages in Class 2) 
 
 
Assignment:  Students are to go the web site of the Archives of Ontario and locate one primary source 
document on disability history. For example, search the word “asylum” in the “Archives Descriptive 
Database” on the web site. Hundreds of documents will appear. Choose one which is publicly available 
(check to see if there are access restrictions before making your choice).  
 
You can learn more from the archivist during our visit to the Archives of Ontario at the start of Class 4 
about the source you chose and how you can conduct further research.  After you have located and 
studied this source in the Archives of Ontario (www.archives.gov.on.ca), write a 5 page, double spaced 
description (1250 words) of this document and how it relates to the history of people with disabilities in 
Ontario. Submit both the description and a copy of the record (in class). Like all other assignments it is 
expected that you will draw upon course materials as references as well as your own research into 
relevant secondary sources. Remember that these sources provide us with a window into how disability 
was conceptualized and practiced in the past – providing the occasion to examine prior social, cultural, 
and policy practices. 
  
Due date for final 5 page primary source document analysis:    Class 9 - Tuesday, November 8, 2016 
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Class 3 (September 27):  Disability Models: Concepts and Critiques (1) 
 
Lecturer:  Professor Rioux 
 
Would people with disabilities be disadvantaged if the medical model of disability disappeared? 
 
Why have disability activists challenged the medical model and what alternatives are advocated? 
 
Is the social model of disability a solid basis for policy change?  
 
Why has the disability rights model become the dominant paradigm for the international disability 
movement?  In what ways has it brought people with disabilities together? 
 
 
Oliver, Michael (1990) The politics of disablement: A sociological approach. New York: St. Martin's
 Press: Chapter 1, 15 pages.  

Download from: http://disability-studies.leeds.ac.uk/files/library/Oliver-p-of-d-Oliver1.pdf 
  
Crow, Liz (1996) “Including all of our lives: Renewing the social model of disability”,   
 In J. Morris (Ed.). Encounters with strangers: Feminism and disability.  London, UK:  
 The Women’s Press, 206-226. Download from:  

http://disability-studies.leeds.ac.uk/files/library/Crow-exploring-the-divide-ch4.pdf 
  
Rioux, M. H. (2003). “On second thought: Constructing knowledge, law, disability and 

inequality”. In S. Herr, L. Gostin, & H. Koh (Eds.), The human rights of persons with 
intellectual disabilities: Different but equal. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 287–317.   

 Available online at this link 
 
Sheldon, Alison, Rannveig Traustadottir, Peter Beresford, Kathy Boxall, and Mike  
 Oliver.(2007). “Disability Rights and Wrongs? Review Symposium”. Disability  
 and Society 22:2 (March): 209-234.      
 
Spagnuolo, Natalie (2016) “Political Affinities and Complex Identities: Critical Approaches to 
 Disability Organizing”, Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 5:2, 72-97. 
 
 
(187 pages in Class 3) 
 

http://disability-studies.leeds.ac.uk/files/library/Oliver-p-of-d-Oliver1.pdf
http://disability-studies.leeds.ac.uk/files/library/Crow-exploring-the-divide-ch4.pdf
http://health.info.yorku.ca/files/2015/09/on_second_thought.pdf
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Class 4 (October 4): Disability History – Primary Sources, Archives of Ontario  
 
Visit to the Archives of Ontario for the first half of class.  The class will meet at 4 PM in the 
Archives of Ontario, first floor classroom, 134 Ian Macdonald Boulevard (just east of York 
Lanes).    
 
How can narratives, magazines and policy documents be used to learn about disability history?  
 
Required readings for tutorial after visiting the Archives of Ontario:  
 
Phoenix Rising: The Outspoken Voice of Psychiatric Inmates (1980) 1:1, 28 pages 

Download from: 
http://www.psychiatricsurvivorarchives.com/phoenix/phoenix_rising_v1_n1.pdf 

 
Leung, Colette. (2012)  "Profile:  The Living Archives Project:  Canadian Disability and Eugenics,"
 Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 1:1, 143-166. 
 
Clarke, Nic. (2006) “Opening Closed Doors and Breaching High Walls: Some Approaches for 
 Studying Intellectual Disability in Canadian History”, Histoire Sociale / Social History 39:78
 (November), 467-485.     
 
Yoshida, Karen and Fady Shanouda. (2015) “A Culture of Silence: Modes of Objectification and the
  Silencing of Disabled Bodies”, Disability and Society 30:3, 432-444. 
 
 
(82 pages in Class 4) 
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Class 5 (October 11): Disability Rights  
(Book review is due today) 
 
Lecturer:  Professor Rioux 
 
How is the rights model of disability distinctive from the charity model of disability? 
 
What has been the impact of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on disability 
rights advocacy and change? 
 
 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – Available online at this link 
[Be prepared to discuss in class one country’s State Parties Reports and Concluding Observations for 
the CRPD reporting process. Reports are available online at:  
www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/CRPDIndex.aspx] 
 
Meekosha, H., & Soldatic, K. (2011) “Human rights and the global South: The case of 

disability”, Third World Quarterly 32:8, 1383–1398. 
 
Pinto, Paula (2011) “At the crossroads: Human rights and the politics of disability and gender in 

Portugal” European Journal of Disability Research 5:2, 116–128. 
 
United Nations (June 9, 2015). Deputy Secretary-General tells states parties 2006 disabilities 

convention marked conceptual shift from charity to human rights-based approach. Available 
online at this link  (see also http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51104) 

 
United Nations Human Rights Council (2016). Resolution A/HRC/32/L.26: Mental Health and Human 

Rights. NY: NY; United Nations.  
Available online at this link.   

 
Lewis, O.  (2010) “The Expressive, Educational, and Proactive roles of Human Rights: An Analysis of 

the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”, In McSherry, B & 
Weller, P,  Rethinking Rights-Based Mental Health Laws,  Oregon:  Hart Publishing  97-128 
Download this reading from eResources of York Library 

 
 
 

http://www.un.org/disabilities/convention/conventionfull.shtml
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/CRPDIndex.aspx
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/dsgsm873.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51104
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/32/L.26
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Class 6 (October 18):  Disability Movements: Independent Living, Rights  
 
Lecturer:   Professor Reaume 
 
What is a social movement? How and when does the disability rights movement express itself as such? 
 
To what extent have activists been effective or ineffective in organizing within the disability 
community? Why?  
  
Yang, Chen. (2014) “Being Independent from Whom? Analysing Two Interpretations in the Paradigm 
 of ‘Independent Living’”, Disability & Society 29:5, 671-684.  
 
Hande, Mary Jane, Christine Kelly (2015) “Organizing Survival and Resistance in Austere Times: 
 Shifting Disability Activism and Care Politics in Ontario, Canada” Disability & Society 30:7,
 961-975. 
 
Power, Andrew. (2013) “Understanding the Complex Negotiations in Fulfilling the Right to
 Independent Living for Disabled People”, Disability & Society 28:2, 204-217. 
 
Elder-Woodward, James. (2013) “Independent Living: The Frontier of Communitarian Welfare?” 
 Disability & Society 28:2, 274-278. 
 
Boyle, G. (2008).  “Autonomy in long-term care: A need, a right or a luxury?” Disability & Society
 23:4 (June): 299-310.   
 
(56 pages in Class 6) 
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Class 7 (October 25): Disability Movements: Intersectionality - Critical Feminist and Indigenous 
Peoples 
 
Lecturer:  Professor Rioux 
 
What are the assumptions that underlie the critical feminist theory of disability? 
 
What is intersectionality and why is it so important to critical disability studies? 
 
 
Wendell, Susan. (1989) “Toward a Feminist Theory of Disability”. Hypatia, 4,2: 104-124.    
 
Morris, Jenny. (1993) “Feminism and disability”, Feminist Review 43 (Spring): 57-70  
 
Demas, Doreen (1993) “Triple Jeopardy: Native women with disabilities”, Canadian Woman Studies 

13:4.  Available using this link  
 
Crenshaw, Kimberley (1991). “Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and violence 

against women of color. Stanford Law Review, 1241-1299. 
Available online at this link 

 
DRPI, Expanding the Circle. (2013). Snapshot - Expanding the Circle: Aboriginal People with 

Disabilities Focus on Rights. Toronto: York University 
A summary is available online at this link. 

 
Meekosha, Helen (2006) “What the Hell are You? An Intercategorical Analysis of Race, Ethnicity, 

Gender and Disability in the Australian Body Politic”, Scandinavian Journal of Disability 
Research 8:2-3, 161–176.   

 
York Institute for Health Research. Monograph 1: Vulnerability: Lecture 1 of Margaret Shildrick and 

response by Catherine Frazee. Available online at this link. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://pi.library.yorku.ca/ojs/index.php/cws/article/download/10284/9373
http://multipleidentitieslgbtq.wiki.westga.edu/file/view/crenshaw1991.pdf
http://drpi.research.yorku.ca/north-america/north-america-publications-resources/expanding-the-circle-aboriginal-people-with-disabilities-know-their-rights/
http://yihr.info.yorku.ca/files/2014/11/Monograph-1-Vulnerability.pdf
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Class 8 (November 1): International Monitoring of Disability Rights 
 
Lecturer:  Professor Rioux 
 
How is disability policy influenced by individual a) experience; b) collective action? 
 
Who decides what policies get promoted and why? 
 
What is monitoring?  Why is it useful for people in the disability movement?  Nationally?  
Internationally? 
 
  
DRPI website     
 
Enablelink      
 
Rioux, M., Pinto, P., & Parekh, G. (2015) Disability, Rights Monitoring and Social Change: Building 

Power out of Evidence. Toronto, Canada:  Canadian Scholars Press. (Introduction 1-12) 
 
United Nations Enable, Overview of International Legal Frameworks for Disability Legislation 
Available online using this link.   
 
Mental Disability Rights International (2007) Torment not Treatment:  Serbia’s segregation of 

children and adults with disabilities.  Washington, DC. Available online at this link.  
 
DRPI reports – Choose one report from this website to review.  
 
Rioux, Marcia and Heath Bonita (2014) ”Human Rights in Context: Making Rights Count” In J. 

Swain, S. French, S., C. Barnes, C. And C. Thomas (Eds.), Disabling Barriers; Enabling 
Environments (3rd edition), London: Sage. 

 

http://www.yorku.ca/drpi/
http://www.un.org/disabilities/
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/disovlf.htm
http://www.driadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/Serbia-rep-english.pdf
http://drpi.research.yorku.ca/drpi-resources/
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Class 9 (November 15):  Citizenship and Society: Disability, Children and Parenting 
 
Lecturer:   Professor Reaume 
 
How does mainstream able-bodied society view disabled children and disabled parents? 
 
Where are the perspectives of children with disabilities and parents with disabilities in debates on their 
rights and abilities? 
  
 
Clarke, Harriet and Stephen McKay. (2014) “Disability, Partnership and Parenting”, Disability & 
  Society 29:4, 543-555. 
 
Skinner, Tina. (2013) “Women’s Perceptions of how Their Dyslexia Impacts on Their Mothering”,
 Disability & Society 28:1, 81-95.  
 
Lalvani, Priya. (2015) “‘We are not aliens’: Exploring the Meaning of Disability and the Nature of 
 Belongingness in a Fourth Grade Classroom,” Disability Studies Quarterly 35:4, 33 pages.  
 
Adomat, Donna Sayers. (2014) “Exploring Issues of Disability in Children’s Literature Discussions”,
 Disability Studies Quarterly 34:3, 16 pages 
 
Cologon, Kathy (2016). “‘What is disability? It depends whose shoes you are wearing’: Parent 
 Understandings of the Concept of Disability” Disability Studies Quarterly 36:1, 26 pages.  
 
 Piepmeier, Alison. (2012) “Saints, Sages and Victims: Endorsement of and Resistance to Cultural 
 Stereotypes in Memoirs by Parents of Children with Disabilities”, Disability Studies Quarterly
  32:1, 33 pages. 
 
 
(134 pages in Class 9) 



 

Page 15 of 18 

 
 
Class 10 (November 8): Citizenship and Society: Public Depictions of Disability 
(Disability History Document due today) 
 
Lecturer:   Professor Rioux 
 
How do depictions of disability impact the lives of disabled people? 
 
To what extent has disability activism influenced public representations? 
 
 
Wrenn, Corey Lee, Joanne Clark, Maddie Judge, Katharine Gilchrist, Delanie Woodlock, Katherine
 Dotson, Riva Spanos, Jonathan Wrenn (2015) “The Medicalization of Nonhuman Animal
 Rights: Frame Contestation and the Exploitation of Disability”, Disability and Society 30:9
  1307-1327.  
 
Haller, Beth, Chelsea Temple Jones, Vishaya Naidoo, Art Blaser, Lindzey Galliford (2016) 
 “iTechnology as Cure or iTechnology as Empowerment: What do North American News 
  Media Report?” Disability Studies Quarterly 36:1, 22 pages.  
 
Davidson, Rachel and Lara Stache (2016) “The Body and its Able-ness: Articulating In/Eligibility
 through Rhetorics of Motherhood, Unjust Language, and Questionable Medical Authority”, 
 Disability Studies Quarterly 36:1, 24 pages.  
 
Silva, Carla Filomena and P.David Howe (2012). “The (in)validity of Supercrip Representation of 
 Paralympian Athletes” Journal of Sports and Social Issues 36:2, 174-194. 
 
Ghajarieh, Amir Biglar Beigi (2012). “Exclusion of HIV-positive people with disabilities in the 
  media”, Disability & Society 27:7, 1025-1028. 
 
Parekh, G., Vorstermans, J., Hearne, P. (2015).“Media Monitoring form a Disability Rights 

Perspective:  A critical piece in the Rights Monitoring Process” in Rioux t al (eds), Disability, 
Rights Monitoring and Social Change:  Building power out of evidence.  Toronto:  CSPI. 
(pp.113-124) 
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Class 11 (November 22): Citizenship and Society: Disability, Debility and Neoliberalism 
 
Lecturer:   Professor Reaume 
 
Yates, Scott (2015) “Neoliberalism and Disability: The Possibilities and Limitations of a Foucauldian 
 Critique” Foucault Studies 19 (June), 84-107. 
 
Dodd, Steven (2016). “Orientating Disability Studies to Disablist Austerity: Applying Fraser’s 
 Insights” Disability and Society 31:2, 149-165. 
 
Fritsch, Kelly. (2015) “Gradations of Debility and Capacity: Biocapitalism and the Neoliberalization of
  Disability Relations”, Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 4:2 (May), 12-48 
 
Puar, Jasbir, K. (2009) “Prognosis time: Towards a geopolitics of affect, debility and capacity” Women
  & Performance: a journal of feminist theory 19:2, 161-172. 11 pages 
 
Chaudhry, Vandana (2015) “Neoliberal Disorientations: Changing Landscapes of Disability and 
 Governance in India” Disability and Society 30:8, 1158-1173.  
 
Berghs, Maria (2016) “Neoliberal Policy, Chronic Corruption and Disablement: Biosecurity, Biosocial
  Risks and the Creation of ‘Ebola Survivors’”, Disability and Society 31:2, 275-279. 
 
Kolářová, Kateřina. (2014) “The Inarticulate Post-Socialist Crip: On the Cruel Optimism of Neoliberal 
 Transformations in the Czech Republic” Journal of Literary & Cultural Disability Studies 8:3,
  257-274, 18 pages  
 
 
(123 pages in Class 11) 
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Class 12 (November 29): Citizenship and Society: Religion, Spirituality and Disability 
 
Lecturer:    Professor Reaume 
 
To what extent does the disability rights movement address issues of religion and spirituality for 
disabled people? 
 
Is the disability rights movement primarily secular in orientation? 
 
Schuelka, Matthew J. (2013) “A Faith in Humanness: Disability, Religion and Development”, 
 Disability & Society 28:4, 500-513. 
 
Burghardt, Madeline (2016). “Brokenness/Transformation: Reflections on Academic Critiques of 
 L’Arche”, Disability Studies Quarterly 36:1, 25 pages. 
 
Merrick, Joav, Yehuda Gabbay, Hefziba Lifshitz. (2001) “Judaism and the Person with Intellectual 
 Disability.” Journal of Religion, Disability and Health 5:2&3, 49-63. 
 
Bazna, Maysaa S., Tarek A. Hatab. (2005) “Disability in the Qu’an.” Journal of Religion, Disability
  and Health 9:1, 5-27. 
 
Gupta, Vidya Bhusan. (2011) “How Hindus Cope with Disability,” Journal of Religion, Disability and 
 Health 15:1, 72-78. 
 
Danforth, Scot. (2005) “Liberation Theology of Disability and the Option for the Poor”,  
 Disability Studies Quarterly 25:3, 21 pages 
 
(101 pages in Class 12) 
 
-------------------------------  FOR BOOK REVIEW -------------------------------------------------- 
 
Choose from one of the following 4 books for your book review assignment for Fall term: 
 

1. Grech, S. (2015). Disability and Poverty in the Global South: Renegotiating Development in 
Guatemala. New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan.  
 

2. Withers, A.J. (2012) Disability Politics and Theory. Halifax: Fernwood Publishing.  
Available for purchase at the York University bookstore. 

 
3.  Kuhn, T. S. (2012). The structure of scientific revolutions. Chicago; Illinois: University of 

Chicago press. 
“Fifty years ago, a book by Thomas Kuhn altered the way we look at the philosophy behind 
science, as well as introducing the much abused phrase 'paradigm shift'”  
 

4. Liat, B. M, Chapman, C., & Carey, A. C. (Eds.). (2014). Disability incarcerated: Imprisonment 
and disability in the United States and Canada. New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan.  
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Relevant Sources:
 
Ageing and Society 
Alter - European Journal of Disability 
Research 
American Ethnologist 
Anthropology and Medicine 
Anthropology Today 
Applied Research in Mental Retardation 
Area 
The Asia Pacific Disability Rehabilitation 
Journal 
Atopia 
Body and Society 
British Journal of Learning Disabilities Bulletin 
of the History of Medicine 
Canadian Bulletin of Medical History 
Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 
Communication, Cultural and Media Studies  
Continuum: Journal of Media and Cultural 
Studies  
Cultural Critique 
differences: A Journal of Feminist Cultural 
Studies 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
Disability and Society 
Disability Studies Quarterly 
Educational Researcher 
Equity & Excellence in Education 
Feminist Teacher 
GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies  
Harvard Educational Review  
Hastings Center Report 
Health Care for Women International  
Housing and Society 
Hypatia 
International Journal of Disability, 
Community and Rehabilitation 
International Journal of Disability, 
Development and Education 
Interchange 
Journal of Aging Studies 
Journal of Advanced Nursing 
 
 

 
 
Journal of Community and Applied 
Psychology 
Journal for Cultural and Religious Theory  
Journal For Cultural Research 
Journal of Developmental and Physical 
Disabilities 
Journal of Disability Policy Studies 
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography  
Journal of Intellectual Disability Research 
Journal of Leisurability  
Journal of Literary and Cultural Disability  
Journal of Postsecondary Education and 
Disability 
Journal of Religion Disability and Health 
Journal of Social Distress and the Homeless 
Journal of Special Education 
Journal of Visual Culture 
Michigan Quarterly Review 
Learning Inquiry 
Left History 
Men and Masculinity  
NWSA 
Parachute: Contemporary Art Magazine  
Perspectives in Biology and Medicine 
PMLA (Proceedings of the Modern Language 
Association of America) 
PLOS Medicine 
Public Culture  
Radical History Review 
Research in Developmental Disabilities 
Scandinavian Journal of Disability Research 
Sexuality and Disability 
Signs 
Social Science and Medicine 
Social Text 
Studies in Gender and Sexuality 
Theory and Society 
Qualitative Inquiry 
Visual Studies 
Wagadu 
Women and Performance 

 
 
  
 


	REQUIRED READING:
	See Class 2 for detailed instructions of the above.
	Fall Term and Winter Term Essays                  25% x 2 = 50%

	Helpful hint:   During this semester, if you don’t already know it, learn RefWorks. It will save you enormous amounts of time during your time at York.  If you are having problems with your scholarly writing use the student resources available to you at York (www.yorku.ca/cds/lss/). You should also learn all of the features of the word processing program that you are using, including styles and table of contents.
	Helpful websites:    www.criticalthinking.org    and    www.criticalreading.com


