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Faculty of Graduate Studies 
Critical Disability Studies Graduate Program 

 
CDIS 5100 6.0: Disability Studies: An Overview 

Fall 2019 
Course Outline 

 
Class Time:  September to November  
   Tuesday, 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
 
Venue:  Room 1156, Vari Hall 
 
Course Directors: nancy viva davis halifax, PhD 

Associate Professor 
     
Contact Info:     nhalifax@yorku.ca 
      Room 423a, HNES Building 
          
Office Hours:  Professor halifax: by appointment 
    
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
 Overall Objective: In this course, students will develop a conceptual understanding of the 
interdisciplinary nature of critical disability studies (CDS), contemporary thinking in CDS and be able 
to apply contemporary theoretical thinking to disability studies. They will also gain familiarity with the 
development of social movements around disability. Students will gain academic skills as critical 
thinkers as they deepen their scholarly interests in the field of Critical Disability Studies. 
  
 Specific Objectives: 

o To develop a conceptual understanding of the various meanings of disability, their 
historical development, and conceptual contexts. 

o To understand the fundamentals of human rights and social justice and their impact on 
people with disabilities. 

 
 
EXPECTATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
It is expected that you will fully engage in the course readings prior to class and during class as well as 
during seminars. Class participation is a vital part of this course and it is during our class discussions 
that much in/formal learning occurs so it is important to be prepared. If you will be absent please let us 
know, and ensure that you review any missed material with a peer from the course. If you miss a class 
please send a one to two page overview of the readings for that week to your course instructor. 
Repeated absences without explanation will lead to a lower final grade.  
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REQUIRED READING: 
 

1) On-line sources in the outline unless otherwise indicated. 
 
FULL YEAR COURSE EVALUATION 
       
All assignments are due on the due dates listed below. 
  
Students who would like an alternate form for their assigments need to contact the CD to discuss 
options. I welcome your visits and am available for meetings. It is advisable for students to meet with 
me prior to leading a seminar.   
  

Assignment Due Date Weight 
Book review – chose from the 5 books listed and attached to 
syllabus and provided by your seminar instructor (5 pages, 
double-spaced) 

October 22, 2019 15% 

Fall Reflections – for the seminar you are leading provide an 
overview of the article, including questions for the seminar. 
Provide a copy to the CD at least 2 days prior. After the 
seminar you have the opportunity to revise and include the 
class converation  (3-4 pages, double-spaced) 

due two days after the 
seminar 

15% 

Annotated Bibliography (8-10 pages, double spaced) December 3, 2019 20% 
Winter Term Essay (15-18 pages, double-spaced) 
we will use class time to develop our writing in oreading ur 
chosen area of exploration for the final paper 

March 31, 2020 30% 

Winter Reflections for the seminar you are leading provide 
an overview of the article, including questions for the 
seminar. Provide a copy to the CD at least 2 days prior. After 
the seminar you have the opportunity to revise and include 
the class converation  (3-4 pages, double-spaced) 

due two days after the 
seminar 

10% 

Participation including in-class presentations; discussion 
questions submitted on readings each week and attendance  

Ongoing  10% 

  
Book Review            15% 
This book review will be a critical analysis of the text in terms of the author’s analysis, research and 
writing. Address the extent to which this book contributes to an understanding of critical disability studies. 
Also be sure to include reference to at least one review of the book that you have found. (see page 19 of 
the syllabus for the list of 6 books from which to choose. Let your instructor know in advance which book 
you have chosen to review. 
 
------------------------------- BOOKs to REVIEW -------------------------------------------------- 
 
1. Betasamosake Simpson, Leanne. (2016). As we have always done: Indigenous freedom through 

radical resistance. University of Minnesota Press.  
2. Clare, E. (2017). Brilliant imperfection: grappling with cure. Retrieved from 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 
3. Kafer, Alison. (2013). Feminist queer crip. Indiana University Press. 
4. Sharpe, Christina. (2016). In the wake: On blackness and being. Duke University Press.   
5. Taylor, Sunaura. (2017). Beasts of burden: Animal and human liberation. The New Press.  
6. Titchkosky, Tanya. (2011). The question of access: Disability, space, meaning. University of 

Toronto Press.   
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Annotated Bibliography                              20%  

This assignment can serve as preliminary research for your winter term research essay and/or your MRP. 
An annotation for one source should be a concise summary of the main points of that particular source as it 
relates to a specific theme in Critical Disability Studies, and any critique you have of the work. Each 
annotation should be approximately half of one page in length, double-spaced, for a total of 16-20 
annotations – two annotations per page for 8-10 pages – for the entire assignment. 

 
Fall & Winter Reflections and Seminar Presentations   15% each 30% 

CDIS 5100 is a seminar and participation is key. Each week we meet to discuss readings, our works in 
progress, and our understandings of the interdisciplinary field of critical disability studies. Each semester 
you have the opportunity to lead a seminar based on one of the readings from that week.   
 
Working together we use principles of disability justice and open access to support participation as we 
define it. Together we ensure a teaching and learning environment where we can respectfully engage with 
diverse opinions, confusion, disagreements. Please come and have a chat with me if you feel that I or others 
are not fulfilling the goals of respect for difference within our seminar.  
 
Choose dates carefully; this is a small, intimate seminar, which represents a serious commitment to 
peer teaching and learning. Throughout the year our seminars will rely upon previous discussions and 
questions, as we thread our ever-developing understandings from prior readings into present ones. In the 
seminar you lead you are welcome to bring artifacts, objects, other readings, materials that extend and 
challenge our understandings of the texts that we are encountering as you work to bring a variety of 
authors, theories and perspectives into conversation.  
 
For the seminar you lead provide an overview of the work, including questions for the seminar. As you 
review the article think about what the contributions to critical disability studies are? Provide a copy to the 
CD at least 2 days prior. After the seminar you have the opportunity to revise your presentation and include 
the class converation  (3-4 pages, double-spaced). You will submit your revised reflection 48 hours after the 
presentation date. 
 
We are all expected to be prepared to discuss the readings each week. Bring your readings and notes to 
class!!. Students who are not leading the seminar are also expected to propose one to two questions for 
discussion that comes from your readings on the topic of that week. Please send them out 24 hours in 
advance. 
 
Reflections are 650- 800 words (2-3 pages).  
 
CONTEXT: These reflections will support your intellectual training through asking questions, and 
exploring. In providing a context for your reflection you will include the citation for the article; who are the 
author\s and what are there central arguments; key terms; difficult areas. The context also relies upon where 
the article is situated in the field – Marxist, early 1990s, British – can be part of the context. Your question 
or area you would like to explore will arise from the work done in your reading. Bring your reading to class 
with your annotations. when you reference passages provide identifying information (page, place on page) 
to the class.  

 
Winter Term Essay              30%  
These essays provide opportunities for you to pursue your scholarly and activist interests in Critical 
Disability Studies and to deepen your knowledge of the field. The length is 15-18 pages, excluding a 
reference list of at least 20 citations.  
 
Participation &Attendance          10% 
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EVALUATION CRITERIA 

a) Substantive: The central purpose is readily apparent; engagement with CDS; sensitivity to 
language, metaphor. Integration of course contents, application of theory where appropriate; critical 
thinking demonstrated through application of course content, synthesis, analysis, critique.  
 
b) Understanding: demonstrates clear understanding of theoretical concepts from the course. 
 
c) Clarity and organisation: logical flow of ideas to support the reader’s understanding. 
 
d) Progression of analytic and written skills: constructive use of feedback regarding analyses and format 
of paper; integration of key course concepts.  
 
e) Writing: sensitivity to word choice; consistent, scholarly tone; references support claims; 
grammatically correct sentences and paragraph structure; APA style format; paper of correct length. 

 
Helpful hint: Use Zotero or Mendeley for your references. This will assist you in this course and also in 
your MRP. The York University library has information, resources and workshops available to help you 
learn about and use these programs (see the library’s Citation Management Tools page, currently located 
at http://www.library.yorku.ca/web/research-learn/refworks/) 
 
Referencing and Citation Style: All assignments must be in one of APA, MLA or Chicago citation 
style. Do not cite Wikipedia. 
 
Format and Length: Papers need to be typed on one side of the paper only, with 1-inch margins on all 
sides, double-spaced, left aligned, and in a 12 point font; if using a larger font for accommodation/access 
purposes please adjust the page count accordingly. Use a cover sheet and list your name and course 
number, instructor’s name, title of assignment, and date of assignment submission. Number each page, 
and include a running head. Staple your pages. Retain all of your notes and a copy of your paper.  
 
ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION AND RETURN POLICY 
 
All assignments must be submitted by email in either Rich Text Format or Word Format (that is, .rtf or 
.doc format). 
 
All assignments must be submitted during the class at which they are due unless otherwise specified. 
Papers that are not correctly formatted, and do not follow assignment guidelines will be returned without 
being graded.  
 
Assignments that are submitted when due will be marked and returned to students 2 weeks after their 
submission unless otherwise notified. The Winter Term Essay will be returned when marks are posted. 
Late papers will be returned as decided upon by the instructor. Computer crashes are not an acceptable 
reason for requesting a deferral; technology is available to backup your work. 
 
Accommodation: Students who need disability accommodation are encouraged to contact the course 
instructor.   
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
Any acts of academic dishonesty including plagiarism, submitting the same paper twice, or failure to cite 
sources are taken seriously and handled according to York University Policy. For details, please refer to 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies calendar posted at www.yorku.ca/grads/calendar/fgs-
calendar2007-09.pdf  
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and the Senate Policy on Academic Policy posted at 
www.yorku.ca/secretariat/policies/document.php?document=69 
 
It is expected that students at the graduate level are versed in, and committed to academic standards of 
integrity. Every submitted assignment should be given great care as it reflects your scholarship and 
ongoing conversations with theory, practice and activism. Your work should be received without 
mechanical or tecnical errors, and edited for precision of language. All work you submit is considered 
complete. 
 
Plagiarism, or the submission of work which you did not write, will get a minimum of zero for that 
assignment and may lead to formal charges of academic dishonesty. This could result in an F in the course, 
depending on the extent of plagiarism, and it may also lead to expulsion from the university. It is the sole 
responsibility of each student to ensure that your work is honest and is not plagiarized. All students are 
required to read the full York policy on academic integrity and also to complete the tutorial about how to 
respect these procedures: http://www.yorku.ca/academicintegrity/students/index.htm  
 
Students must save all drafts/revisions of their work – this is done not only in case of suspected loss of 
academic integrity, but also because it allows you to revisit your thinking on the content you are 
engaged with, an important scholarly practice. Maintain a folder with your drafts (virtual and/or hard 
copy) until after your graded paper has been returned. If you are feeling overwhelmed, stressed, anxious 
about completing assignments please make an appointment with me so that we may devise completion 
plans. 

 
GRADING SCALE 

 
Student work is evaluated with great care. Grades are not negotiable. Our program follows the grading and 
grade reappraisal policies outlined in the program’s Student Handbook and Survival Guide. The grades for 
a course are considered official following approval by the home graduate program of the course. The 
Faculty of Graduate Studies may change a grade if the program director concerned reports a clerical error 
or if an appeal to the program results in a change of grade.  
 

Grade Description pertaining to the program 
A+ Exceptional           90–100% Excellence in writing, research, reading and originality. 

A Excellent 85–89% Work that shows a superior command of the subject, clearly written, 
creatively researched. 

A- High 80–84% Work that shows a superior command of the material but limited in breath or 
depth of research and/or presentation. 

B+ Highly Satisfactory 75–79% Research and writing skills may be flawed in some visible and correctable 
way. Critical perspective is present and is consistently applied. 

B Satisfactory 70–74% Work that meets minimum expectations of a graduate student in research, 
writing, and reading skills. Critical perspective is present but is not 
consistently applied. 

C Conditional 60–69% Unsatisfactory work: flawed in methodology or critical assumption, 
incoherently organized, poorly written, or superficially researched. Critical 
perspective is beginning to develop. 

F Failure 0–59% Work that is far below what is required. Does not address the assignment 
adequately. Absence of critical perspective. Work that breaches academic 
honesty will get a minimal penalty of ZERO.  

I Incomplete N/A  
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Bring to every class: Your readings and other materials…. 

 
 
HELPFUL LINKS: 
The Disability Archive UK  http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/archiveuk/index.html 
The OWL at Purdue   http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl 
UN Enable Newsletter             www.un.org/disabilities. 
 
SUBJECT LIBRARIAN: 
Ms. Thumeka Mgwigwi 
Room 203L, Scott Library  
Phone: (416) 736-2100 ext 20073     
E-mail: thumekam@yorku.ca 
 
We all have complex lives that surround our engagement in the academy and I expect there will be times 
when one of us will need to take a call, leave the room for a break, or stretch. Please just enter and exit as 
needed, eat, stretch - remembering to do so quietly and with respect for others. I must also remind us that the 
core issues in our field are difficult and elicit affect. We will be encountering and discussing issues including 
but not limited to ableism, racism, poverty, class, sexual violences, structural violences, social abandonment. 
As such our reflexivity and capacity to engage content critically are key. As such I encourage you to read the 
following: 
Rinaldi, J. (2013). Reflexivity in research: Disability between the lines. Disability Studies Quarterly, 33(2). 
Mia Mingus – Leaving evidence blog. 
Sara Ahmed – Feminist killjoys blog 
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Unless otherwise indicated, all below required readings for Classes 1 – 12 are available 
on-line and can be downloaded from the York University Library (YUL) web site; 
alternately they can be found in the course reserves in the YUL.  
The syllabus is subject to change.  
 
 
Class 1: (September 10): Introduction to Critical Disability Studies 

- General introduction to who we are as students and faculty; the syllabus  
- journals we use in CDS (last page of syllabus) 
- General discussion of the principles of how we enact CDS in the classroom 
- Introduction to critical disability theory and critique (hand out) 

 
 
Fritsch, K., O'Connor, C., & Thompson, A. K. (Eds.). (2016). Introduction (1-21). 

Keywords for Radicals: The Contested Vocabulary of Late-Capitalist Struggle. 
AK Press. 
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Class 2 (Sept 17): Onto-epistemology/s: on reading , knowing & expressing 

Alcoff, L. (1991). The problem of speaking for others. Cultural critique, 5-32. 
Anzaldúa, G. (1987). La conciencia de la mestiza: Towards a new consciousness. In 

Borderlands/La frontera: the new mestiza. San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books. 99-
113. 

Haraway, Donna. (1988). Situated knowledges: The science question in feminism and 
the privilege of partial perspective. Feminist Studies, 14, 3: 575-599. 

Tuck, E., K Wayne Yang, Rubén Gaztambide-Fernández. Citational Practices. (2015) 
Critical Ethnic Studies. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpbmsJDZ3-zwcadgGjfePrT_ 
6koBTZRWlvh80fmoYYQRrIw/viewform 

 

Supplementary 
Cherrie, M., & Anzaldúa, G. (1981). This bridge called my back: Writings by radical 

women of color. 
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Class 3 (Sept 24): Onto-epistemology/s: on reading , knowing & expressing 

Barad, K. (2014). Diffracting diffraction: Cutting together-apart. Parallax, 20(3), 168-
187. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolv
e/13534645/v20i0003/168_ddct.xml 

Jackson, L. K, davis halifax, nancy viva. (2018). Making homeless harder: possibilities 
for radical reorientation. In M. Owen, D Hiebert-Murphy, J. Ristock (Eds) Not a 
new problem: Violence in the lives of disabled women. Fernwood.   

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade. (1988). Under western eyes: Feminist scholarship and 
colonial discourses, Feminist Review, 30: 61-88.  

Moosa-Mitha, Mehmoona. (2005). Situating Anti-Oppressive Theories within Critical 
and Difference-Centred Perspectives. In L. Brown, S. Strega, & Ebrary - York 
University. Research as resistance: Critical, indigenous and anti-oppressive 
approaches (pp. 37-72). Toronto: Canadian Scholars' Press. ebook 
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Class 4 (October 1): ):  
GUEST: Liza Kim Jackson – Readings to be assigned.  
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Class  5 (October 8) - Critical Theory\critical theory\s  

Alvesson, M., & Sköldberg, K. (2009). Critical theory: The political and ideological 
dimension. In Reflexive methodology: New vistas for qualitative research (pp. 
110-147). (2nd ed.). London: Sage. MOODLE 

Brown, Wendy (2006). Feminist Theory and the Frankfurt School: Introduction. 
differences. Special Issue - Feminist Theory and the Frankfurt School. 17(1): 1-5. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=https://read.dukeupress.edu/differences/
article/17/1/1/97647/Feminist-Theory-and-the-Frankfurt-School  

Kellner, Douglas. (1990). Critical theory and the crisis of social theory. Sociological 
Perspectives,  33(1), 11-33. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=https://www.jstor.org/stable/1388975 

 
MEDIA 
http://davidharvey.org/ 

Supplementary 
Bronner, Stephen Eric. Critical theory: A very short introduction. Oxford University 

Press, 2011.  
Butler, Judith. (1993). Critically queer. GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies, 1, 1: 

17-32. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=https://read.dukeupress.edu/glq/article/1
/1/17/9896/Critically-Queer 

Delgado, Richard., & Stefancic, J. (2017). Critical race theory: An introduction. NYU Press. 
ebook 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/y
ork/detail.action?docID=4714300 –  

Driskill, Qwo-Li, ed. (2011). Queer Indigenous studies: Critical interventions in theory, 
politics, and literature. University of Arizona Press.  

Buchanan, I. (2010). A dictionary of critical theory. OUP Oxford. ebook 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/1
0.1093/acref/9780199532919.001.0001/acref-9780199532919 

Held, David. (1980). Critical theory: The Frankfurt School. In Introduction to critical 
theory Horkheimer to Habermas. 
?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/york/detail.action?docID=4714300 

Marx, Karl., Moore, S., Aveling, E. B., & Engels, F. (1889) & Ebrary. Part 1, Chapter 1, 
Commodities and money. Capital: A critical analysis of capitalist production. New 
York & London: Appleton & Co. ebook 

http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=https://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle
=hein.cow/capitpr0001&id=33&collection=cow&index=cow 

Spivak, Gaytari. C., Landry, D., & MacLean, G. M. (1996). Feminism and critical 
theory. In The Spivak reader (pp. 53–74). New York: Routledge. 

Tarr, Z. (2017). The Frankfurt School: The Critical Theories of Max Horkheimer and 
Theodor W. Adorno. Routledge.  

Wake, P., & Malpas, S. (2006). The Routledge companion to critical theory. YUL 
ebook 
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Class  6 (October 22) - Critical disability studies  

Asche, Adrienne. (2001) “Critical Race Theory, Feminism and Disability: Reflections 
on Social Justice and Personal Identity”, Ohio State Law Journal, 62, pp. 391-423. 
http://moritzlaw.osu.edu/students/groups/oslj/files/2012/03/62.1.asch_.pdf 

Bell, Chris. (2006). Introducing White Disability Studies: A modest proposal. In 
Lennard J. Davis (Ed.) The disability studies reader (2nd Ed.), 275-282. ebook 

Erevelles, Nirmala. (2014). Thinking with disability studies. Disability Studies Quarterly, 
34(2): unpaginated. http://dsq-sds.org/article/view/4248 

Garland‐Thomson, R. (2005). Feminist disability studies. Signs, 30(2): 1557-1587 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/42
3352 

Gleeson, Brendon .J. (1997). Disability studies: A historical materialist view. Disability 
and Society, 12(2): 179-202. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolv
e/09687599/v12i0002/179_dsahmv.xml 

Goodley, Dan. (2013). Dis/entangling critical disability studies. Disability & Society, 
28(5), 631–644. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolv
e/09687599/v28i0005/631_dcds.xml 

Lukin, J. (2013). Disability and blackness. In Lennard J. Davis (Ed.) The disability studies 
reader (4th ed.), 308-315. New York: New York University Press. 

McRuer, Robert. (2013) Compulsory able-bodiedness and queer/disabled existence. In 
Lennard Davis (Ed.) The disability studies reader (ed.), 369-378. New York: New 
York University Press. ebook 

Meekosha, H., & Shuttleworth, R. (2009). What's so ‘critical’about critical disability 
studies?. Australian Journal of Human Rights, 15(1), 47-75. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolv
e/1323238x/v15i0001/47_wsacds.xml 

Pothier, Dianne, and Devlin, Richard. (2005). Introduction: Toward a critical theory of 
discitizenship' in R. Devlin and D. Pothier (Eds.) & Ebrary - York University. 
Critical disability theory: Essays in philosophy, politics, policy, and law. Vancouver: 
University of British Columbia Press. ebook. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=https://books.scholarsportal.info/en/read
?id=/ebooks/ebooks0/gibson_crkn/2009-12-01/2/404153 

Reaume, Geoffrey. (2012) “Disability History in Canada: Present Work in the Field and 
Future Prospects,” Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 1:1, 35-81. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=http://cjds.uwaterloo.ca/index.php/cjds/
article/view/20 

Shildrick, Margrit. (2012). Critical disability studies: Rethinking the conventions for a 
postconventional age. In N. Watson, A. Roulstone, C. Thomas & Ebrary - York 
University. Routledge handbook of disability studies (pp. 30-41). New York: 
Routledge. ebook 
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Silvers, Anita. (2013). Feminist perspectives on disability. The Stanford Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy. In Edward N. Zalta (ed.), https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-
disability/ 

Tremain, Shelley. (2005). Foucault, governmentality, and critical disability theory: An 
introduction. In S. Tremain (Ed) Foucault and the government of disability. 
University of Michigan Press. 7599/v29i0004/638_mwdadacocds.xml 

 

Supplementary 
Disability Archive UK - explore early writings on individual/social model of disability - 
http://disability-studies.leeds.ac.uk/library/ 
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Class  7 (October 29) - Critical disability studies 

Oliver, Mike. (2013). The social model of disability: thirty years on. Disability & Society, 
28(7): 1024–1026. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolv
e/09687599/v28i0007/1024_tsmodtyo.xml 

Spagnuolo, N. (2016). Political Affinities and Complex Identities: Critical Approaches 
to Disability Organizing. Canadian Journal of Disability Studies, 5(2), 72-97. 

Vehmas, S., & Watson, N. (2014). Moral wrongs, disadvantages, and disability: a 
critique of critical disability studies. Disability & Society, 29(4), 638-650. 
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Class  8 (November 5) - Critical disability studies– bodies & embodiment  

Miceli, Michael. (2010). The disavowal of the body as a source of inquiry in critical 
disability studies: The return of impairment? Critical Disability Discourse/Discours 
Critiques dans le Champ du Handicap, 2. 
https://cdd.journals.yorku.ca/index.php/cdd/article/view/23855 

Morris, Jenny. (2001). Impairment and disability: Constructing an ethics of care that 
promotes human rights. Hypatia, 16,4: 1-16. 

Wendell, S. (1996). The cognitive and social authority of medicine. In The rejected 
body: Feminist philosophical reflections. 117-138. Routledge. 

 
 
 
 

READING WEEK 
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Class  9 (Nov 12) - Critical disability studies– bodies & embodiment  

Clare, E. (2017). Brilliant imperfection: grappling with cure. Retrieved from 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Hamraie, Aimi. (2019). Making access critical: Disability, race, and gender in 
environmental design. https://haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/aimi-hamraie-making-
access-critical-disability-race-and-gender-environmental-design 

Ferris, J. (2004). The enjambed body: A step toward a crippled poetics. The Georgia 
Review, 58 (2), 219-233. 
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=https://www.jstor.org/stable/41402415 

Media: 
https://leavingevidence.wordpress.com/2011/02/12/changing-the-framework-disability-justice/ 
 
http://eugenicsarchive.ca 
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Class 10–November 19: Critical feminisms & intersectionality 

Bear, Laura, Ho, K., Tsing, A., & Yanagisako, S. (2015). Gens: A feminist manifesto 
for the study of capitalism. Cultural Anthropology, 30. 
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/652-gens-a-feminist-manifesto-for-the-study-of-
capitalism 

Crenshaw, Kimberlé Williams. Crenshaw’s (1989).“Demarginalizing the Intersection of 
Race and Sex: A Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, 
Feminist Theory and Antiracist Politics” 

Crenshaw, Kimberlé Williams. (1991). Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity 
politics, and violence against women of color. Stanford law review, 1241-1299. 

Mingus, Mia. 2010. Changing the Framework: Disability Justice. RESIST Newsletter. 
November/December. Accessed May 15, 2013. 
http://www.resistinc.org/sites/default/files/NovDec10NL_sm.pdf  

Ross, Luana. "From the" F" word to indigenous/feminisms." Wicazo Sa Review, 24.2 
(2009): 39-52. 

Combahee River Collective 
 

Supplementary 
Ahmed, Sara. (2017). Living a feminist life. Duke University Press. eBook 
Hall, Kim Q. (2011). Feminist disability studies. Indiana University Press. eBook 
Garland‐Thomson, R. (2005). Feminist disability studies. Signs, 30(2): 1557-1587. 

http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/42
3352 

Morris, Jenny. (1993) “Feminism and disability,” Feminist Review 43 (Spring): 57-70  
Wendell, S. (1996). The rejected body: Feminist philosophical reflections on disability. 

Routledge. 
Wendell, Susan. (1989) “Toward a Feminist Theory of Disability.” Hypatia, 4,2: 104-

124.  
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Class 11 (November 26) Teaching to unlearn Settler Colonialism 

Bird, Michael Yellow. "Cowboys and Indians: Toys of genocide, icons of American 
colonialism." Wicazo Sa Review 19.2 (2004): 33-48. 

Belcourt, B. R. (2016). A poltergeist manifesto. Feral Feminisms, 6, 22-32. 
Daigle, M. (2019). The spectacle of reconciliation: On (the) unsettling responsibilities to 

Indigenous peoples in The academy. Environment and Planning D: Society and 
Space, 0263775818824342.	

Fortier, Craig. (2017). Unsettling Methodologies/Decolonizing Movements. Journal of 
Indigenous Social Development, 6(1). 
https://umanitoba.ca/faculties/socialwork/media/V6i1-02fortier.pdf 

Simpson, Leanne. “Queering Resurgence: Taking on Heteropatriarchy in Indigenous 
Nation Building.” Leanne Betasamosake Simpson (blog). December 23, 2014. 
http://leannesimpson.ca/queering-resurgence-taking-on-heteropatriarchy-in-indigenousnation-building/. 

 

Supplementary 
Hollinsworth, David (2013) Decolonizing Indigenous disability in Australia, Disability 

& Society 28 (5): 601-615.  
Meekosha, H. (2011). Decolonising disability: Thinking and acting globally. Disability 

& Society, 26(6): 667-682. 
Snelgrove, C., Dhamoon, R., & Corntassel, J. (2014). Unsettling settler colonialism: 

The discourse and politics of settlers, and solidarity with Indigenous nations. 
Decolonization: Indigeneity, Education & Society, 3(2).  

Tuck, Eve. & Yang, K. W. (2012). Decolonization is not a metaphor. Decolonization: 
Indigeneity, Education & Society, 1(1). 
https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/view/18630 

Vowel, Chelsea. (2016). Indigenous writes: A guide to First Nations, Métis, and Inuit  issues 
in Canada. Portage & Main Press. 

 
MEDIA 
Rebecca Belmore http://www.rebeccabelmore.com/home.html 
National Centre for Truth & reconciliation https://nctr.ca/map.php 
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Class 12 (December 3)  Teaching to unlearn - oppression & racialization 

bell hooks. (1997). Representing whiteness in the black imagination. In R. Frankenberg 
(Ed.) Displacing whiteness: Essays in social and cultural criticism, 165-179. Duke 
University Press.  

Bennett, Joshua. (2018). Another life: Terrance Hayes and the poetics of the un-thought. 
Poetry Magazine. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/147490/burning-a-
hole-through-life 

Erevelles, N. (2016). Becoming Disabled / Becoming Black: Crippin’ Critical Ethnic 
Studies from the Periphery. In Elia, N., Hernández, D. M., Kim, J., Redmond, S. 
L., Rodríguez, D., & See, S. E. (Eds.). Critical ethnic studies: a reader (231-251). 
Duke University Press. 

Jackson, Cassandra. (2011). Visualizing slavery: Photography and the disabled subject 
in the art of Carrie Mae Weems. In Chris Bell (ed). Blackness and disability. 31-
46. Michigan University Press 

Lawrence, Bonita, & Dua, E. (2005). Decolonizing antiracism. Social justice, 32(4 
(102), 120-143. 

Young, Iris Marion. (1990). The five faces of oppression. In Justice and the politics of 
difference (39-65). Princeton University Press.  

 

Supplementary 
Maynard, R. (2017). Policing black lives: State violence in Canada from slavery to the 

present. Fernwood Publishing.  
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Journals 
Ageing and Society 
Alter - European Journal of Disability 
Research 
American Ethnologist 
Anthropology and Medicine 
Anthropology Today 
Applied Research in Mental Retardation 
Area 
The Asia Pacific Disability Rehabilitation 
Journal 
Atopia 
Body and Society 
British Journal of Learning Disabilities Bulletin 
of the History of Medicine 
Canadian Bulletin of Medical History 
Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 
Communication, Cultural and Media Studies  
Continuum: Journal of Media and Cultural 
Studies  
Cultural Critique 
differences: A Journal of Feminist Cultural 
Studies 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
Disability and Society 
Disability Studies Quarterly 
Educational Researcher 
Equity & Excellence in Education 
Feminist Teacher 
GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies  
Harvard Educational Review  
Hastings Center Report 
Health Care for Women International  
Housing and Society 
Hypatia 
International Journal of Disability, 
Community and Rehabilitation 
International Journal of Disability, 
Development and Education 
Interchange 
Journal of Aging Studies 
Journal of Advanced Nursing 
Journal of Community and Applied 
Psychology 
Journal of Critical Race Inquiry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Journal for Cultural and Religious Theory  
Journal For Cultural Research 
Journal of Developmental and Physical 
Disabilities 
Journal of Disability Policy Studies 
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography  
Journal of Intellectual Disability Research 
Journal of Leisurability  
Journal of Literary and Cultural Disability  
Journal of Postsecondary Education and 
Disability 
Journal of Religion Disability and Health 
Journal of Social Distress and the Homeless 
Journal of Special Education 
Journal of Visual Culture 
Michigan Quarterly Review 
Mosaic 
Learning Inquiry 
Left History 
Men and Masculinity  
Michigan Quarterly Review  
NWSA 
Parachute: Contemporary Art Magazine  
Perspectives in Biology and Medicine 
PMLA (Proceedings of the Modern Language 
Association of America) 
PLOS Medicine 
Public Culture  
Race Ethnicity and Education 
Radical History Review 
Research in Developmental Disabilities 
Scandinavian Journal of Disability Research 
Sexuality and Disability 
Signs 
Social Science and Medicine 
Social Text 
Somatechnics 
Studies in Gender and Sexuality 
Studies in Material Thinking 
Text and Performance Quarterly 
Theory and Society 
Qualitative Inquiry 
Visual Studies 
Wagadu 
Women and Performance 
Women A cultural review
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handbooks & readers: 
Cahill, D., Cooper, M., Konings, M., & Primrose, D. (Eds.). (2018). The SAGE 

Handbook of Neoliberalism. Sage. 
Critical Ethnic Studies Editorial Collective. Critical Ethnic Studies: A Reader. (2016). 

Duke University Press. 
Denzin, N. K., Lincoln, Y. S., & Smith, L. T. (Eds.). (2008). Handbook of critical and 

indigenous methodologies. Sage. 
Denzin, N. K., & Lincoln, Y. S. (Eds.). (2011). The SAGE handbook of qualitative 

research. Sage. 
Gutting, G. (Ed.). (2005). The Cambridge Companion to Foucault. Cambridge 

University Press. 
Springer, S., Birch, K., & MacLeavy, J. (Eds.). (2016). Handbook of neoliberalism. 

Routledge. 
Watson, N. (Ed.). (2013). Routledge handbook of disability studies. Routledge. 
 
explore: 
Live Theory - 
http://www.openhumanitiespress.org/ 
below are some links to publishers who have imprints related to the field of CDS: 
Critical Perspectives on Disabilities 
Edited by Steven J. Taylor, Beth A. Ferri, and Arlene S. Kanter 
Syracuse University Press 
Corporealities: Discourses of Disability 
Edited by David T. Mitchell and Sharon L. Snyder 
University of Michigan Press 
Representations: Health, Disability, Culture 
Edited by Stuart Murray 
Liverpool University Press 
The History of Disability 
Disability History 
Edited by Julie Anderson and Walton Schalick 
Manchester University Press 
Crip: New Directions in Disability Studies 
 editors: Michael Berube; Robert McRuer; Ellen Samuels 
new one on interdisciplinary dis studies from Routledge : 
new one from UBC – 
Disability, culture politics series  edited by Chrissy Kelly & Michael Orsini 


