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Faculty of Graduate Studies  
Graduate Program in Critical Disability Studies 

CDIS 5100 6.0: Disability Studies: An Overview  
Fall 2020  

Course Outline 

Class Time: September 15th to December 8th, 2020 

Tuesdays, 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

Venue: Online via Zoom

Course 
Directors: 

Madeline Burghardt, PhD 
 

Contact 
Info: 

madelinb@yorku.ca 
 

Office 
Hours: 

Zoom office hours: Tuesdays, 2 – 4 p.m. Please book ahead.

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

Overall Objective: In this course, students will gain foundational knowledge of the 

field of critical disability studies, its historical and political foundations, key developments, 

theoretical approaches and models within the field, and its current intersections with other 

critical disciplines.  

Specific Objectives: In this course, students will:  

- learn about the political and historical foundations of the disability rights movement 

and critical disability studies (CDS);  

- be introduced to varying understandings, representations, and approaches to disability 

over time.  

- learn about various theoretical approaches within the field and different models of 

disability, historical and current; 

- develop a conceptual understanding of the interdisciplinary nature of critical disability 

studies and the intersection between disability and other social movements;  

- become familiar with current contemporary thinking in CDS;   

- begin to apply learned theoretical concepts to current situations for people with 
disabilities, including spatial, political and temporal arrangements.  

- gain academic skills as critical readers, thinkers and writers as they deepen their 
scholarly interests in the field  

  

mailto:madelinb@yorku.ca
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EXPECTATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 

GENERAL:  

Please come to class having read and reflected on the assigned readings and be prepared 
to engage in class discussions. Participation is a vital part of this course and it is during our 
class discussions that much learning occurs. I encourage you, as graduate students, to 
engage with the material critically and reflexively. As such, you may wish to refer to the 
following:  

- Special issue on ‘Self-reflection as Scholarly Praxis’. Disability Studies Quarterly 33 
(2), 2013.  

- Mia Mingus – Leaving evidence blog.  
- Sara Ahmed – Feminist killjoys blog 

In our discussions, we will maintain an atmosphere of respectful listening and dialogue, 
acknowledging that participants are drawing from a range of experiences, and that there will 
be a variety of opinions and ideas expressed throughout the course.  

This is the first time that this course is being offered via Zoom; as such, there may be 
technical and management issues that we will work out in the first few weeks, such as 
determining how best to conduct online discussions. I am open to input and feedback 
regarding how best to lead and moderate the online forum. Please notify me if you have 
ongoing concerns about the nature or format of class discussions.  

If you must be absent from class, please inform me in advance and send me a one- to two-
page overview of the readings for that week. Repeated absences without explanation will 
lead to a lower final grade. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 

I am happy to work out alternate formats for participation and assignments as needed. It is 
also important that students complete their course work in a timely manner whenever 
possible. If modifications or accommodations would assist you in reaching these goals, 
please contact me within the first two weeks of the course so that accommodations can be 
put into place.  

Please refer to the School of Graduate Studies policy on academic accommodations.  

COURSE READINGS 

All course readings are available online unless otherwise indicated. 
 

  

FULL YEAR COURSE EVALUATION 

All assignments are due on the dates listed below. All assignments should be written in Times 
New Roman 12 font (or larger if desired or required for accommodation purposes), double-spaced 
with one-inch margins. Please respect the word limits indicated below. Use a cover page on 
which you indicate your name, student number, course number, instructor’s name, title of 
assignment, and date of assignment submission. Number your pages and include a running 
head.  

https://gradstudies.yorku.ca/faculty-staff/student-affairs/accommodation-procedures/
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

DUE DATE WEIGHT 

Book Review; Between 1000-1250 words 
 

October 20th, 2020 15% 

Fall Seminar presentation: This consists of an oral 
presentation and a written submission. Please see full 
instructions below. Written submission 1000 words max. 
 

Thursdays, 23:59 hrs 10% 

Annotated Bibliography (between 16 and 20 annotations; 
1/2page per annotation; 8-10 pages, double spaced) 
 

Dec 8th, 2020 20% 

Winter Term Essay (Between 3750 and 4500 words; 15-18 
pages, double-spaced) 
 

April 6th, 2021 30% 

Winter Seminar Presentation (identical instructions for Fall 
presentation). 
 

Thursdays, 23:59 hrs 15% 

Participation; Discussion questions submitted on readings 
each week + attendance. 

Ongoing 10% 
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DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS  

BOOK REVIEW: 15%, Due October 20th  

Write a 1000-1250-word review of one of the books listed below. The review will be a critical 
analysis of the text with attention to the author’s analysis, research and writing and will include the 
following:  

- A summary of the main ideas of the book 
- Explanation of its principle theoretical perspective  
- Critical analysis: i.e. Discussion of the ways, and the extent to which this book contributes 

to the field of critical disability studies; questions it raises within the field; controversies it 
provokes, etc.  

- Indicate the degree to which this book resonated with you, challenged you and your 
thinking, affirmed your thinking, etc.  

- You may also critique the author’s writing style and format, if appropriate.  
- Include reference to at least one review of the book that you have found. Let your 

instructor know in advance which book you have chosen to review. 

1. Ben-Moshe, L., Chapman, C. & Carey, A. (2014). Disability Incarcerated: Imprisonment 

and Disability in the United States and Canada. New York, New York: Palgrave 

MacMillan. Available from the York U online library catalogue.  

 
2. Clare, E. (2017). Brilliant imperfection: grappling with cure. Available from the York U online 

library catalogue or through the ProQuest website. 
Introduction begins on page xv. 

3. Kafer, Alison. (2013). Feminist queer crip. Indiana University Press. Available from the York U 
online library catalogue.  

4. Titchoksky, T. (2011).  The question of access: Disability, space, meaning.  Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press.  

5. Grech, S. (2015). Disability and Poverty in the Global South:  Renegotiating 
Development in Guatemala.   New York: Palgrave Macmillan.  

  

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/
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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: 20%, Due December 8th, 2020   

This assignment will serve as preliminary research for your winter term research essay 
and/or your MRP. An annotation for one source should be a concise summary of its main 
points and its central theoretical perspective. Each annotation should be approximately half 
a page in length, double-spaced. Your completed assignment must not contain articles or 
book chapters that are part of our course reading list. Completed assignments will have a 
total of 16-20 annotations—i.e. two annotations per page for 8-10 pages. A sample 
annotated bibliography will be provided in class.  

FALL (10%) & WINTER SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS (15%):        TOTAL 25% 

CDIS 5100 is a seminar class and participation is key. Each week we meet to discuss the 
readings, our works in progress, and our understandings of the interdisciplinary field of 
critical disability studies.  

Each semester, each student will lead a seminar based on one of the readings from that 

week. The seminar presentations consist of two parts:  

1. A brief presentation in class of one of that week’s readings. This will consist of a 
concise but thorough summary of the article’s main points; a few points of context on 
the author and the time period in which it was written (for example, ‘early 1990s social 
model theorist’); a brief critical reflection on how the reading connects to CDS; your 
overall impression of it and your reasoning for that; and at least two critical questions 
for the class that stem from that reading. Practice your presentation if possible, and 
ensure that it is a maximum of 10 minutes (excluding the questions).  

2. A written summary of your presentation, to be submitted to the course instructor 2 
days after the class (i.e. by Thursday 2359 hrs). This summary can incorporate class 
feedback and comments. The written summary will be a maximum of 1000 words, 
Times New Roman 12- font, double-spaced.  

Students are welcome to connect their presentation to topics already covered in the 
course, and to incorporate other readings or coursework into their reflections and 
presentations when appropriate. When presenting, indicate where in the article you are 
referring to, so the rest of the class can participate more easily.  

A sign-up schedule will be posted at the beginning of the semester. Please choose dates 
carefully and if you must rearrange your presentation date, I ask that you initiate a ‘switch’ 
with another classmate individually. Do not worry about doing a presentation on a paper 
that you don’t think you will like; we often learn the most by reflecting on topics with which 
we are least familiar!  

WINTER TERM ESSAY 30%, Due April 6th, 2021 

Drawing from course content, your annotated bibliography, and your research throughout 
the semester, write a final paper in an area of interest (this can be considered the 
beginnings of your MRP). Ensure that you include the following:  

- Title page with your name and student number, course and instructor name, and the title 
of your paper.  

- An introduction in which you provide background to your topic and clearly state the central 
argument or thesis of your paper.  

- The body of your paper, in which you argue your central thesis, drawing from the scholarly 
literature.  

- A conclusion, in which you sum up your ideas and, where appropriate, indicate in which 
direction the research needs to go.  
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- Your paper must have at least ten scholarly references that are not in the course outline.  

Your paper will be between 3750 and 4000 words, excluding bibliography.  

PARTICIPATION & ATTENDANCE: 10%, Ongoing.  

Students who are not leading the seminar are expected to write 1-2 critical discussion 
questions that emerge from your readings on the topic of that week. Please email your 
questions to the course instructor at least 24 hours prior to the beginning of class. 
These will be collated and posted on the class website, and students are encouraged 
to draw from them in our class discussions.  

Participation also includes students’ attendance and attentiveness and participation to 
the class discussion.  
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REFERENCING AND CITATION STYLE:  

All assignments must be in APA, MLA or Chicago citation style. Please choose one style and 
remain consistent throughout your work. There are numerous online tools to assist you with 
referencing (eg. Zotero, Mendeley), and the York University library has information, resources and 
workshops available to help you learn about and use these programs (see the library’s Citation 
Management Tools page, currently located at the York University Library Website.  

Tip: prepare your reference lists as you work; do not leave this to when you have ‘completed’ your 
assignment.  

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION AND RETURN POLICY 

Please submit assignments by email to the course instructor before 2359 hrs on the date indicated.  
I will endeavour to grade all assignments that are submitted on time within two weeks of 
submission. The Winter Term Essay will be returned when marks are posted. Late papers will be 
returned as decided upon by the instructor. If you require extra time to complete your work, please 
speak to me at least one week in advance of the due date.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Any acts of academic dishonesty including plagiarism, submitting the same paper twice, or failure to 
cite sources are taken seriously and will be addressed according to York University Policy. 
Plagiarism, or the submission of work which you did not write, will get a grade of zero for that 
assignment and may lead to formal charges of academic dishonesty. This could result in an F in the 
course, depending on the extent of plagiarism, and it may also lead to expulsion from the university. 
It is the sole responsibility of each student to ensure that your work is honest and is not 
plagiarized. All students are required to read the full York policy on academic integrity and also to 
complete the online tutorial about how to respect these procedures, available at the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies website.  

I encourage you to keep drafts of your papers until they have been graded and returned to you, 
both to explore and clarify suspected cases of academic dishonesty, and to allow you to return to 
your work for ongoing reflection.  
  

https://www.library.yorku.ca/web/research-learn/citations/
https://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/academic-honesty/
https://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/academic-honesty/
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EVALUATION CRITERIA 

a) Substantive: Student clearly indicates central purpose or focus of the paper; engages with 
CDS principles, theory and ideas; integrates course content; applies theory where appropriate; 
demonstrates critical thinking, synthesis, and analysis throughout. 

b) Understanding: demonstrates clear understanding of theoretical concepts used, as well as 
historical foundations and current contexts of issues. 

c) Clarity and organisation: Student demonstrates a logical flow of ideas. The paper holds 
together well, and there is a clear introduction and conclusion to the paper.  

d) Writing: sensitivity to word choice; consistent, scholarly tone; references support claims; 
grammatically correct sentences and paragraph structure; consistent referencing format; paper of 
correct length 

e) Progression of analytic and written skills: throughout the course, student demonstrates 
constructive use of feedback regarding integration of key course concepts, analyses and writing. 
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GRADING SCALE 

Student work is evaluated with great care. Grades are not negotiable. Our program follows the 

grading and grade reappraisal policies outlined by the Faculty of Graduate Studies. The grades 

for a course are considered official following approval by the graduate program director. The 

Faculty of Graduate Studies may change a grade if the program director concerned reports a 

clerical error or if an appeal to the program results in a change of grade. 

Letter 

Grade 

Performance Percentage Description 

A+ Exceptional  90-100 Excellence in writing, research, reading and 

originality, creatively researched.  

A Excellent 85-89 Work that shows a superior command of the 

subject clearly written, creatively 

researched.  

A- Very Good  80-84 Work that shows a superior command of the 

material but limited in breadth or depth of 

research and / or presentation.  

B+ Highly 

Satisfactory  

75-79 Research and writing skills may be flawed in 

some visible and correctable way. Critical 

perspective is present and consistently 

applied.  

B Satisfactory  70-74 Work that meets minimum expectations of a 

graduate student in research, writing, and 

reading skills. Critical perspective is present 

but is not consistently applied.  

C Conditional 60-69 Unsatisfactory work: flawed in methodology 

or critical assumption, incoherently 

organized, poorly written, or superficially 

researched. Critical perspective is beginning 

to develop.  

F Failure 0-59 Work that is below what is required. Does 

not address the assignment adequately. 

Absence of critical perspective. Work that 

breaches academic honesty will get a 

minimum penalty of zero.  

I Incomplete N/A  

MORE HELPFUL LINKS 

The Disability Archive, UK: Centre for Disability Studies - University of Leeds.  

OWL at Perdue (for referencing): Purdue Writing Lab - Purdue University.  

UN Enable Newsletter:  United Nations Website.  

SUBJECT LIBRARIAN 

Ms. Thumeka Mgwigwi 

Room 203L, Scott Library 

Phone: (416) 736-2100 ext 20073 

E-mail: thumekam@yorku.ca 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/archiveuk/index.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl
http://www.un.org/disabilities
mailto:thumekam@yorku.ca
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As the COVID-19 pandemic unfolds and evolves, students and instructors are adapting to learning 
online. We recognize that the pandemic and the measures to control and treat it impact students in 
different ways. We are committed to and focused on providing our students a learning environment 
that is engaging, supportive, flexible and has academic integrity.  We encourage you to share your 
feedback as early as possible about your learning experience so that we can have a deeper 
understanding of the challenges you may be facing, and work towards finding solutions to the extent 
possible.  Talk to your Course Director (CD) or the Graduate Program Director (GPD) within 
SHPM, Dr. Rachel Gorman (gorman@yorku.ca) about access to technology and supports, academic 
accommodation, technology-enabled delivery of course material, assessments/evaluation 
instruments or any other academic challenges you are experiencing.  For more detail about how the 
pandemic is impacting students see the report “COVID-19 Impacts on Student Learning and Equity” 
from the Centre for Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion https://rights.info.yorku.ca/. For other 
updates on COVID-19 and York see  the YU-Better Together website.  

https://coronavirus.info.yorku.ca/
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Unless otherwise indicated, all below required readings for Classes 1 – 12 are available 

online and can be downloaded from the York University Library web site. Unavailable 

readings will be posted by the course instructor. Please note that in rare circumstances, 

the syllabus is subject to change; I will endeavour to give as much warning as possible if 

this is the case.  

MODULE I: FOUNDATIONS 

Class 1: (September 15): Introduction to Critical Disability Studies 

Objectives: 

- General introduction to course, syllabus and expectations 
- Journals we use in CDS (last page of syllabus) 
- General discussion of the principles of how we enact CDS in the classroom 

Required readings: 

(Read Vehmas & Watson first) 

Vehmas, S., & Watson, N. (2014). Moral wrongs, disadvantages, and disability: a critique 
of critical disability studies. Disability & Society, 29(4), 638-650. 

Spagnuolo, N. (2016). Political Affinities and Complex Identities: Critical Approaches to 
Disability Organizing. Canadian Journal of Disability Studies, 5(2), 72-97 
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Class 2 (September 22): Models of Disability  

Required Reading:  

Barnes, C. (2012). Understanding the Social Model of Disability: Past, Present & Future. In 
N. Watson, A. Roulstone and C. Thomas (Eds.). The Routledge Handbook of 
Disability Studies (pp. 12-29). Abingdon & New York: Routledge.  

Mitchell, D. & Snyder, S. (2012). The Minority Model: From Liberal to Neoliberal Futures of 
Disability. In N. Watson, A. Roulstone and C. Thomas (Eds.). The Routledge 
Handbook of Disability Studies (pp.42-50). Abingdon & New York: Routledge.  

Shildrick, M. (2012). Critical Disability Studies: Rethinking the Conventions for the Age of 
Postmodernity. In N. Watson, A. Roulstone and C. Thomas (Eds.). The Routledge 
Handbook of Disability Studies (pp. 30-41). Abingdon & New York: Routledge. 

Tregaskis, C. (2002). Social Model Theory: The Story so far…. Disability & Society 17(4), 
457-470. 

Further Reading (not all online):  

Oliver, M. (2013). The social model of disability [PDF]: Thirty years on. Disability & Society 
28 (7): 1024–1026. 

Shakespeare, T. (2006). Chapter 2, The Family of Social Approaches. In Disability Rights 
and Wrongs. (pp. 9-28). London: Routledge.  

Thomas, C. (2002). Disability Theory: Key Ideas, Issues, and Thinkers. In C. Barnes, M. 
Oliver and L. Barton (Eds.). Disability Studies Today. (pp. 38-57). Cambridge: Polity 
Press.  

Williams, G. (2001). Theorizing Disability. In G. Albrecht, K. Seelman, and M. Bury (Eds.). 
Handbook of Disability Studies (pp. 123-144). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

 

https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/doi/pdf/10.1080/09687599.2013.818773
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Class 3 (September 29): History I (broad concepts) 

Required readings:  

Reaume, G. (2017). The Place of Mad People and Disabled People in Canadian 
Historiography: Surveys, Biographies, and Specialized Fields. Journal of the Canadian 
Historical Association 28 (1), 277-316.  

Sandell, R. (Fall 2005). In the Shadow of the Freakshow: The Impact of Freakshow Tradition 
on the 

Display and Understanding of Disability History in Museums. Disability Studies 
Quarterly 25 (4).  

Hechler, A. (Spring 2017). Diagnoses That Matter: My Great-Grandmother's Murder as One 
Deemed 'Unworthy of Living' and Its Impact on Our Family. Disability Studies 
Quarterly 37 (2).   

Chapman, C. (2014). Five centuries’ material reforms and Ethical Reformulations of Social 
Elimination. In Disability Incarcerated: Imprisonment and Disability in the United States 
and Canada (pp. 25-44). New York: Palgrave MacMillan. 
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Class 4 (October 6): History II: Disability Rights Movement, Canadian History.  

Required:  

Peters, Y. (2003). From Charity to Equality: Canadians with Disabilities take their Rightful 
Place in Canada’s Constitution. In D. Stienstra & A. Wight-Felske (Eds.). Making 
Equality: History of Advocacy and Persons with Disabilities.  

Ed Roberts Awards  

Ed Roberts Campus-Building Community 16 August, 2011 

Kelly, C. (2013). Towards renewed concepts of Canadian disability movements: Disability 
activism outside of the non-profit sector. Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 2 
(1), 1-27.  

Further reading:  

‘30 Years since the Passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act’. The New York Times. 
July 26, 2020. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMYDoCr5lEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7THtXFm_954
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/disability-ADA-30-anniversary.html
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NO CLASS OCT 13TH: FALL READING WEEK. 

Class 5 (October 20) – MODULE II: CRITICAL THINKING  

BOOK REVIEWS DUE TODAY 

What is Critical Theory?  

Brown, Wendy (2006). Feminist Theory and the Frankfurt School: Introduction. Differences: A 
Journal of Feminist Cultural Studies. 17(1), 1-5. Available on the Duke University 
Press Website 

Kellner, Douglas. (1990). Critical theory and the crisis of social theory. Sociological 
Perspectives, 33 (1), 11-33. Available on the JSTOR Website 

  

https://doi.org/10.1215/10407391-2005-001
https://doi.org/10.1215/10407391-2005-001
http://ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/login?url=https://www.jstor.org/stable/138897
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Class 6 (October 27) – What is Neoliberalism? 

Harvey, D. (2006). Neo-liberalism as creative destruction. Geofiska Annaler 88 B (2) 2006, 
145-158. PDF to be posted on class Moodle site.  

Russell, M. & Malhotra, R. (2002). Capitalism and Disability. Socialist Register 38, 211-228.  

Puar, J. (2013). The cost of getting better: Ability and debility. Chapter 13 in L. Davis (Ed.). 
The Disability Studies Reader, 4th edition. (pp. 177-184). Abingdon & New York: 
Routledge.  
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Class 7 (November 3) – What is representation? / ‘The Gaze’ 

Markotic, N. (2012). Play the Facts and the Truth: Disability in Documentary Film. Canadian 
Journal of Disability Studies 1 (2), 1-18.  

Garland-Thomson, R. (Fall 2005). Staring at the Other. Disability Studies Quarterly 25(4).  

Couser, G. Thomas (2013). Disability, Life Narrative, and Representation. Chapter 33 of The 
Disability Studies Reader, 4th Edition, (p. 456-459). New York: Routledge.  
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Class 8 (November 10) – Ethics / Speaking ‘on behalf of’ 

NOTE: 

In this class, we will discuss both the ethics of ‘disabled lives’ more generally, as well as 
concerns regarding ethics in research. Ethics is a huge topic which overlaps with 
and underscores many of the other discussions in this course.  

Required Reading: 

Asch, A. (2001). Describing bioethics: Convergence and contrast with disability rights. In 
G. Albrecht, K. Seelman, & M. Bury (Eds.). Handbook of disability studies. (pp.297-
326). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

Church, P. T. (August 7, 2017). A Personal Perspective on Disability: Between the Words. 
Journal of the American Medical Association 171 (10), p. 939. 

Scully, J. L. (2002). A postmodern disorder: Moral encounters with molecular models of 
disability. In T. Shakespeare & M. Corker (2002). Disability / Postmodernity: 
Embodying disability theory. (pp. 48-61). London: Continuum. (pdf to be posted by 
instructor). 

Llewellyn, P. (2009) Supporting people with intellectual disabilities to take part in focus 
groups: Reflections on a research project. Disability & Society 24(7): 845-856. 

Shildrick, M. (2008). Deciding on death: Conventions and contestations in the context of 
disability. Bioethical Inquiry 5, 209-219. 

Please view:  

‘The Deadly Deception’: Tuskegee Experiments (56 minutes) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYOBYPiVfoI
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Class 9 (Nov 17)  

MODULE III: SITES AND SPACES 

Class 10: (November 24): Body & embodiment  

Ferris, J. (2004). The enjambed body: A step toward a crippled poetics. The Georgia 

Review 58 (2), 219-233. 

Hughes, B. and K. Paterson (1997). The Social Model of Disability and the Disappearing 
Body: Towards a Phenomenology of Impairment. Disability & Society 12 (3), 325-
340.  

Millett—Gallant, A. (2013). Sculpting Body Ideals: Alison Lapper Pregnant and the Public 
Display of Disability. Chapter 29 (pp. 398-410) in L. Davis (Ed.). The Disability 
Studies Reader, 4th Edition. New York and Abingdon: Routledge.  

Tremain, S. (2002). On the Subject of Impairment. In M. Corker and T. Shakespeare (Eds.). 
Disability / postmodernity: Embodying Disability Theory. (pp. 32-47). London: 
Continuum.  
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MODULE III: SITES AND SPACES 

Class 10: (November 24): Spaces I  

Seguna, J. (2015). Space and Affect: Using Heidegger to re-interpret the disability 
experience. Disability Studies Quarterly 35(4).  

Titchkosky, T. (2002). Cultural maps: Which way to disability? In M. Corker & T. 
Shakespeare (Eds.). Disability / postmodernity: Embodying disability theory (pp. 101-111). 
New York: Continuum.  

Wilton, R. (1998). The Constitution of Difference: Space and Psyche in Landscapes of 
Exclusion. Geoforum 29 (2), 173-185.  

Further reading:  

Hamraie, Aimi. (2019). Making access critical: Disability, race, and gender in environmental 
design. Available on the Othering and Belonging Institute Website. 

(Refer back to Week 9’s discussions of the body, and to Week 4’s discussion of the 
development of Centres for Independent Living).  

Related / of interest:  

Longhurst, R. (June 2012). Becoming Smaller: Autobiographical Spaces of Weight Loss. 
Antipode 44(30, 871-888.  

 

https://haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/aimi-hamraie-making-access-critical-disability-race-and-gender-environmental-design
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Class 11 (December 1): Spaces II 

Hubert, J. (2000). The social, individual, and moral consequences of physical exclusion in 
long-stay institutions. In J. Hubert (Ed.). Madness, disability and social exclusion: The 
archaeology and anthropology of difference (pp.196-207). London: Routledge.   

Philo, C. (1989). ‘Enough to drive one mad’: The organization of space in 19th century lunatic 
asylums. In J. Wolch & M. Dear (Eds.). The power of geography: How territory shapes social 
life. (pp. 258-290). London: Unwin Hyman.  

Goffman, E. (1961). Asylums. Chapter 1: Characteristics of total institutions (pp. 1-12 only). 
Chicago: Aldine Publishing (available online on the Taylor & Francis Group Website.). 

Ware, S., Ruzsa J., & Dias, G. (2014). It can’t be fixed because it’s not broken: Racism and 
Disability in the Prison Industrial Complex. In L. Ben-Moshe, C. Chapman & A. Carey 
(Eds.). Disability Incarcerated: Imprisonment and Disability in the United States and 
Canada (pp. 163- 184). New York: Palgrave MacMillan.  

Please go to the Eugenics Archive and explore the political and medical rationalities about 
bodies and minds that were used to justify segregation, sterilization, etc. 

 

https://www-taylorfrancis-com.ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/books/e/9780203002346
http://eugenicsarchive.ca/
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Class 12 (December 8) International Disability Studies  

First term papers due today  

Mirza, M. (2014). Refugee Camps, Asylum Detention, and the Geopolitics of Transnational 
Migration: Disability and Its Intersections with Humanitarian Confinement. In L. Ben-
Moshe, C. Chapman & A. Carey (Eds.). Disability Incarcerated: Imprisonment and 
Disability in the United States and Canada (pp. 217-236). New York: Palgrave 
MacMillan.  

Meekosha, H. (2011). Decolonising Disability: Thinking and Acting Globally. Disability & 
Society 26 (6), 667-682.  

Rohwerder, B. (2013). Intellectual Disabilities, Violent conflict and Humanitarian Assistance: 
Advocacy of the Forgotten. Disability & Society 28 (6), 770-783.  

Soldatic, K. (2013). The Transnational Sphere of Justice: Disability Praxis and the Politics of 
Impairment. Disability & Society 28 (6), 744-755.  
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Journals 
 
Ageing and Society 
Alter - European Journal of 
Disability Research 
American Ethnologist 
Anthropology and 
Medicine Anthropology 
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Applied Research in Mental 
Retardation Area 
The Asia Pacific Disability 
Rehabilitation Journal 
Atopia 
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British Journal of Learning Disabilities 
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Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 
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Hypatia 
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Journal for Cultural and Religious Theory 
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Journal of Intellectual Disability 
Research Journal of Leisurability 
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Education and Disability 
Journal of Religion Disability and Health 
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Homeless Journal of Special Education 
Journal of Visual Culture 
Michigan Quarterly 
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Learning Inquiry 
Left History 
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PMLA (Proceedings of the Modern 
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PLOS Medicine 
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Scandinavian Journal of Disability 
Research 
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Handbooks & Readers: 

Cahill, D., Cooper, M., Konings, M., & Primrose, D. (Eds.). (2018). The SAGE 
Handbook of Neoliberalism. Sage. 

Critical Ethnic Studies Editorial Collective. Critical Ethnic Studies: A Reader. (2016). 

Duke University Press. 

Davis, L. Series of Disability Studies Readers  

Denzin, N. K., Lincoln, Y. S., & Smith, L. T. (Eds.). (2008). Handbook of critical and 
indigenous methodologies. Sage. 

Denzin, N. K., & Lincoln, Y. S. (Eds.). (2011). The SAGE handbook of qualitative 
research. Sage. 

Gutting, G. (Ed.). (2005). The Cambridge Companion to Foucault. Cambridge 
University Press. 

Springer, S., Birch, K., & MacLeavy, J. (Eds.). (2016). Handbook of neoliberalism. 

Routledge. 

Watson, N. (Ed.). (2013). Routledge handbook of disability studies. Routledge. 

EXPLORE: 

Live Theory - 

Open Humanities Press Website 

below are some links to publishers who have imprints related to the field of CDS: 

Critical Perspectives on Disabilities 

Edited by Steven J. Taylor, Beth A. Ferri, and Arlene S. Kanter 
Syracuse University Press 

Corporealities: Discourses of Disability 

Edited by David T. Mitchell and Sharon L. Snyder 
University of Michigan Press Representations: 
Health, Disability, Culture Edited by Stuart Murray 

Liverpool University Press 

The History of Disability 

Disability History 

Edited by Julie Anderson and Walton Schalick 
Manchester University Press 

Crip: New Directions in Disability Studies 

editors: Michael Berube; Robert McRuer; Ellen Samuels 
new one on interdisciplinary dis studies from Routledge : 
new one from UBC – 

Disability, culture politics series edited by Chrissy Kelly & Michael Orsini 

http://www.openhumanitiespress.org/

