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Critical Disability Studies 

Faculty of Graduate Studies 

York University 

Fall 2020/Winter 2021 

 

CDIS 6100 6.0: 

Doctoral Seminar in Critical Disability Theory and Research 

Wednesdays, 11:30 am to 2:30 PM 

Beginning on September 9th  

Classroom: VARI HALL 1156 

COVID-19 update 
CDIS 6100 is being offered on campus during the general York University restriction 

during the COVID-19 pandemic due to the small number of students attending and large 

class room which allows for social distancing. If any student does not wish to attend 

on-campus you will be able to participate via zoom technology which is in the 

classroom. This course is being offered to provide an in-person seminar environment 

which is a more effective way of discussing course topics than over the internet, however, 

it is being done in a way where everyone’s health and safety is paramount. This will 

include university supplied personal protective equipment – face masks and hand 

sanitizer – which will be available for each class and every participant. All participants in 

this seminar who attend in-person will be required to maintain social distance. If anyone 

has questions or concerns at any time about these arrangements please contact me, the 

Course Director, or CDS Graduate Program Director Professor Rachel Gorman.   

Statement from July 27, 2020 York University communique to course 
instructors who will be teaching on campus in fall 2020 

Students registered for courses with required in-person components will receive health 

and safety communications directly from the Registrar’s Office. This will include 

information about self assessments, the ways in which the campus is being adjusted to 

ensure the health and safety of community members, and links to our Better Together 

website where students can find additional information and resources on returning to 

campus safely. All communications for students can be found in: the Student 

Communications section on the YU-Better Together Website 

Statement from Critical Disability Studies Graduate Program about COVID-19 

We recognize that the pandemic and the measures to control and treat it impact students 

in different ways. We are committed to and focused on providing our students a learning 

environment that is engaging, supportive, flexible and has academic integrity.  We 

encourage you to share your feedback as early as possible about your learning experience 

https://yubettertogether.info.yorku.ca/category/students/
https://yubettertogether.info.yorku.ca/category/students/
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so that we can have a deeper understanding of the challenges you may be facing, and 

work towards finding solutions to the extent possible.  Talk to your Course Director or 

the Graduate Program Director (GPD) within SHPM, Professor Rachel Gorman at 

gorman@yorku.ca, about access to technology and supports, academic accommodation, 

technology-enabled delivery of course material, assessments/evaluation instruments or 

any other academic challenges you are experiencing. For more detail about how the 

pandemic is impacting students see the report “COVID-19 Impacts on Student Learning 

and Equity” from the Centre for Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion website. For other 

updates on COVID-19 and York see  YU-Better Together website. 

General Course Information: 
This course will provide a broad overview of some of the key texts and ongoing debates 

in the field of critical disability studies, as well as an in-depth analysis of competing and 

complementary views about how disability is defined. The purpose of this seminar is to 

provide a general understanding of the overall field after which students can advance to 

additional readings within their field areas for the PhD comprehensive exams.  

Each seminar will focus on one book (except for seminar 1), to allow for an in-depth 

discussion on a themed work to critically engage how a particular topic is interpreted and 

its relevance to the overall field. The readings are also structured in a way that provides 

an overview of how CDS has developed and continues to evolve. Themes and topics 

overlap with one another throughout the course and interrelatedness will be a regular part 

of engaging the course readings. Students and the instructor will all take turns leading 

discussion during seminar as will be agreed upon in consultation at the beginning of the 

course in which students will be asked to choose seminar readings to lead.  

The teaching style for CDIS 6100 will be entirely seminar format.  

Accommodation:  
Students with disabilities who need accommodation are encouraged to contact the course 

instructor as soon as possible. Students are also encouraged to discuss any concerns about 

course participation at any time.  

Evaluation and Assignments (to be discussed in more detail in 
class) 
All assignments must be typed and have one consistent citation style (APA, 

MLA, Chicago). Proper composition, spelling, grammar and organization are extremely 

important in graduate school and this will be reflected in the grading of your assignments. 

Be sure to paginate your assignments. All assignments must be properly documented and 

have proper citation form.  Please submit your assignments in hard copy on the due date.  

  

https://rights.info.yorku.ca/
https://coronavirus.info.yorku.ca/
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Plagiarism, or the submission of work which you did not write, will get a zero for that 

assignment and may lead to formal charges of academic dishonesty which could result in 

an F in the course, depending on the extent of plagiarism. It is the sole responsibility of 

each student to ensure that your work is honest and is not plagiarized. All students are 

required to read the full York policy on academic integrity and also to complete the 

tutorial about how to respect these procedures. 

Note: Students who wish the return of assignments directly to your home address 

are required to provide a self-addressed stamped large envelope for this purpose.  

Evaluation (unless indicated otherwise, all assignments will be marked within two 

weeks) 

1) Comparative text analysis 

Each student will choose one book from the reading list and one book off the reading 

list on a similar theme in critical disability studies and write a double-spaced 12-15 

page comparative analysis of each text, how they differ, what their similarities are, and 

what each text brings to our understanding of this topic. Gaps in the literature should 

also be identified. The texts will be chosen in consultation with the instructor by 

October 7. Due: October 28. Weight: 20% 

2) Three-field annotated bibliographies 

Students will write up three field annotated bibliographies, 10-12 double-spaced pages 

each, covering the three fields in the PhD in Critical Disability Studies which will be 

due on the following dates:  

a) Human Rights and Social Justice – due on December 2 (Weight: 15%) 

b) Critical Theory  - due on January 27 (Weight: 15%) 

c) Social Policy – due on March 10 (Weight: 15%) 

Total weight: 45 %  

3) Gap in literature analysis 

Upon reflecting on the readings for this course and your field bibliographies, write a 5-

7 double-spaced page essay in which you identify one particular area where a 

significant gap in the literature exists in critical disability studies. Offer possible 

reasons for this gap and how it might be addressed. The area which you focus on must 

be different from your comparative text analysis (Assignment 1). This topic will be 

chosen in consultation with the course instructor by March 10. 

Due: April 7. Weight: 10% 

  

http://www.yorku.ca/academicintegrity
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4) Seminar Participation 

This course will be entirely seminar format and active participation from everyone is an 

essential part of CDIS 6100. Students are expected to discuss the reading(s) for each 

week. As part of your participation mark, students will be asked at the beginning of the 

course to choose dates during which you will lead a seminar discussion on three different 

occasions during the year long seminar. This will consist of preparing an introductory 

summary and analysis on a particular week’s reading(s), followed by three questions to 

discuss in seminar. Your final grade will be based on your participation throughout the 

entire year, including leading three seminars as well as weekly seminar discussions. 

Students will be provided written feedback by email within one week after each in-class 

seminar presentation. Weight: 25% 

READINGS 

All sources used for this course will be available on-line as indicated in the course 

outline. 

Contact information 
Instructor: Geoffrey Reaume, Ph.D., Associate Professor  

Office: Stong College 347 (not accessible due to pandemic shut-down) 

Phone (not accessible due to pandemic) 

Fax: (not accessible due to pandemic) 

Email: greaume@yorku.ca 

Office Hours 

On-line via zoom or phone by appointment. 

Due to restrictions at York University as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic there will 

be no in-person office hours for this course. Students are asked to contact me by email to 

arrange on-line appointments which will take place via zoom technology or phone.  

GRADING SCALE 
Student work is evaluated with great care.  Grades are not negotiable.  Our program 

follows the grading and grade reappraisal policies outlined in the program’s Student 

Handbook and Survival Guide.   The grades for a course are considered official following 

approval by the home graduate program of the course.  The Faculty of Graduate Studies 

may change a grade if the program director concerned reports a clerical error or if a 

student appeal to the program results in a change of grade.  

  

mailto:greaume@yorku.ca
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Letter 

Grade 

Performance Percentage Description pertaining to the program 

A+ Exceptional 90–100% Excellence in writing, research, reading and originality. 

A Excellent 85–89% Work that shows a superior command of the subject, 

clearly written, creatively researched. 

A- High 80–84% Work that shows a superior command of the material 

but limited in breath or depth of research and/or 

presentation. 

B+ Highly 

Satisfactory 

75–79% Research and writing skills may be flawed in some 

visible and correctable way.  Critical perspective is 

present and is consistently applied. 

B Satisfactory 70–74% Work that meets minimum expectations of a graduate 

student in research, writing, and reading skills.  Critical 

perspective is present but is not consistently applied. 

C Conditional 60–69% Unsatisfactory work: flawed in methodology or critical 

assumption, incoherently organized, poorly written, or 

superficially researched.  Critical perspective is 

beginning to develop. 

F Failure 0–59% Work that is far below what is required.  Does not 

address the assignment adequately.  Absence of critical 

perspective.  Work that breaches academic honesty 

will get a minimal penalty of ZERO.   

I Incomplete N/A  

SUBJECT LIBRARIAN: 
Ms. Thumeka Mgwigwi 

Room 203L, Scott Library  

Phone: (416) 736-2100 ext 20073 

E-mail: thumekam@yorku.ca 

  

mailto:thumekam@yorku.ca
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CDIS 6100 Course Outline and Readings  
All readings are online as indicated below: 

Seminar 1. September 9 – Introduction and Welcome 

Vehmas, Simo, and Nick Watson. (2013). “Moral Wrongs, Disadvantages, and 

 Disability: A Critique of Critical Disability Studies.” Disability and 

 Society (29:4):1-13. On-line at York University Library 

Spagnuolo, Natalie. (2016) “Political Affinities and Complex Identities: Critical  

 Approaches to Disability Organizing.” Canadian Journal of Disability Studies 

 (5:2):72-97. On-line at York University Library 

Shildrick, Margrit. (2020) “Critical Disability Studies: Rethinking the conventions for the 

 age of postmodernity.” In Watson, Nick and Vehmas, Simo. (Eds.). Routledge 

 Handbook of Disability Studies. London: Routledge: 32-44. On-line at York 

 University Library.  

Seminar 2. September 16 – History of Disability I 

Stiker, Henri-Jacques. (1999, 2019) A History of Disability. Ann Arbor: University of 

 Michigan Press. On-line at York University Library.  

Seminar 3. September 23 – History of Disability II 

Hunt-Kennedy, Stefanie.(2020) Between Fitness and Death: Disability and Slavery in the 

 Caribbean. Urbana, Chicago; Springfield: University of Illinois Press. On-line at 

 York University Library 

Seminar 4. September 30 – History of Disability III 

Rose, Sarah F. (2017) No Right to be Idle: The Invention of Disability,   

 1840s-1930s. University of North Carolina Press. On-line at York University 

 Library.  

Seminar 5. October 7 – Abilities and Values, Past and Present I  

Nicholas, Jane. (2018) Canadian Carnival Freaks and the Extraordinary Body,  

 1900-1970s. University of Toronto Press. On-line at York University Library.  

October 14 – No Seminar: Reading Week 
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Seminar 6. October 21 –  Abilities and Values, Past and Present II 

Davis, Lennard.(2014) The End of Normal: Identity in a Biocultural Era. Ann Arbor: 

  University of Michigan Press. On-line at York University Library. 

Seminar 7. October 28 –Stigma  

Goffman, Erving. (1963, 1986). Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity.  

 New York: Simon & Schuster. On-line at York University Library.  

Seminar 8. November 4 – Debates over and beyond the Social Model of 
Disability 

Oliver, Mike. (2004) “The Social Model in Action: if I had a hammer.” [PDF] In 

Implementing the Social Model of Disability:Theory and Research. Colin Barnes and 

Geof Mercer (eds.). Leeds: The Disability Press: 21 pages. Open access  

Shakespeare, Tom. (2006) Disability Rights and Wrongs. London: Routledge, 2006. 

 On-line at York University Library.  

Sheldon, Alison, Rannveig Traustadottir, Peter Beresford, Kathy Boxall, Mike  

 Oliver. “Disability Rights and Wrongs? Review Symposium”. (2007) Disability 

  and Society 22:2 (March): 209-234. On-line at York University Library. 

Seminar 9. November 11 – Identity Politics and Disability 

Linton, Simi. (1998) Claiming Disability: Knowledge and Identity. New York: New York 

 University Press. On-line at York University Library.  

Seminar 10. November 18 – Race, Madness and Disability 

Pickens, Therí Alyce. (2019) Black Madness : : Mad Blackness, Duke University Press. 

 On-line at York University Library.  

Seminar 11. November 25 – Disability in Global Contexts I 

Erevelles, Nirmala. (2011) Disability and Difference in Global Contexts : Enabling a 

 Transformative Body Politic. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. On-line at York 

 University Library. 

  

https://disability-studies.leeds.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/40/library/Barnes-implementing-the-social-model-chapter-2.pdf
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Seminar 12. December 2 – Disability in Global Contexts II 

Grech, Shaun, Soldatic, Karen (eds) (2016). Disability in the Global South: A Critical 

 Handbook. Cham, Switzerland: Springer. Part III, Intersectionalities (pages 254-

 376). On-line at York University Library.  

HOLIDAY BREAK 

Seminar 13. January 13 – Writing about Disability: Care Work 

Piepzna-Samarasinha, Leah Lakshmi. 2018. Care Work: Dreaming Disability Justice.

 Vancouver: Arsenal Pulp Press. On-line at York University Library 

Seminar 14. January 20 – Writing about Disability: Media 

Longmore, Paul. (2016) Telethons: Spectacle, Disability, and the Business of Charity. 

 New York: Oxford University Press. On-line at York University Library.  

Seminar 15. January 27 – Writing about Disability: Policy 

Prince, Michael J. (2016) Struggling for Social Citizenship: Disabled Canadians, Income 

 Security, and Prime Ministerial Eras. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s 

 University Press. On-line at York University Library. 

Seminar 16. February 3 – Disability, Media, Public Policy and Immigration  

Capurri, Valentina. (2020) Not Good Enough for Canada: Canadian Public  

 Discourse around issues of Inadmissability for Potential Immigrants with 

 Diseases and/or Disabilities, 1902-2002. Toronto: University of Toronto 

 Press. On-line at York University Library. 

Seminar 17. February 10 – Activism, Employment and Advocacy 

Galer, Dustin.(2018) Working Towards Equity: Disability Rights Activism and  

  Employment in Late-Twentieth Century Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto 

  Press. On-line at York University Library. 

Seminar 18. February 17 – Activism, Sexuality and Advocacy 

McRuer, Robert. (2006) Crip Theory: Cultural Signs of Queerness and Disability.  

 New York: New York University Press. On-line at York University Library.  

February 24 – No Seminar: Reading Week 
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Seminar 19. March 3 – Institutions and Human Rights Abuses I 

Liat Ben-Moshe. Decarcerating Disability: Deinstitutionalization and Prison Abolition. 

 Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2020. On-line at York University 

 Library.  

Seminar 20. March 10 – Institutions and Human Rights Abuses II 

Chapman, Chris, Withers, AJ. (2019). A Violent History of Benevolence: Interlocking 

 Oppression in the Moral Economies of Social Working. University of Toronto 

 Press. On-line at York University Library. 

Seminar 21. March 17 – Gender, Embodiment and Race  

Dossa, Parin. (2009) Racialized Bodies, Disabling Worlds: Storied Lives of Immigrant 

  Muslim Women. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. On-line at York 

 University Library.  

Seminar 22. March 24 – Race, Disability and Biography 

Burch, Susan and Hannah Joyner (2007). Unspeakable: The Story of Junius Wilson. 

  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. On-line at York University 

  Library.  

Seminar 23. March 31 – Families, Disability and Historical Legacies I 

Burghardt, Madeline. (2018) Broken: Institutional Families and the Construction of 

 Intellectual Disability. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press. 

 On-line at York University Library.  

Seminar 24. April 7 – Families, Disability and Historical Legacies II  

Freeman, Victoria. (2019) A World Without Martha: A Memoir of Sisters, Disability and 

 Difference. Vancouver: UBC Press. On-line at York University Library. 


